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Apparent insider attack kilis 2 US troops 

3 dead, 9 injured after uniformed gunman opens fire on joint US-Afghan force 


By Phillip Walter Wellman 
Stars and Stripes 

KABUL, Afghanistan — Two American 
service members and an Afghan soldier 
were killed in an apparent insider attack in 
Afghanistan on Saturday, military officials 
from both countries said Sunday. 

Staff Sgts. Javier Jaguar Gutierrez, of 
San Antonio, Texas, and Antonio Rey Ro¬ 
driguez, of Las Cruces, N.M., both 28, were 
the Americans killed, the Pentagon said in 



Gutierrez Rodriguez 


a statement. 

Six American and three Afghan troops 
were also said to be injured in the attack in 
the Sherzad district in eastern Nangarhar 
province. The conditions of those injured 
were not specified. 

A joint U.S.-Afghan force came under 
fire after a meeting with local leaders in 
the district capital, according to a state¬ 
ment released Sunday by Col. Sonny 
Leggett, a spokesman for US. forces in 
Afghanistan. 


“Current reports indicate an individ¬ 
ual in an Afghan uniform opened fire 
on the combined US. and Afghan force 
with a machine gun,” Leggett said. “The 
wounded service members are receiv¬ 
ing medical treatment at a US. facility.” 

The motive behind the attack wasn’t 
initially known and an investiga¬ 
tion has been launched, Leggett said. 

Gutierrez and Rodriguez were both 

SEE INSIDER ON PAGE 5 
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2 Medal of Honor museums vie for national title 


Despite plans in two cities to build large-scale Medal of Honor Museums, the 
Congressional Medal of Honor Society intends to continue to operate its small 
museum located aboard the USS Yorktown in Mount Pleasant, S.C., pictured 
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Administration ends automakers' antitrust probe 


By Marcy Gordon 
AND Michael Balsamo 
Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — The Trump 
administration has ended its an¬ 
titrust probe into a deal between 
California and four of the world’s 
biggest automakers after failing 
to find that the companies’ con¬ 
duct violated the law. 

The Justice Department had 
aimed to determine whether anti¬ 
trust laws were violated by Ford, 
Honda, Volkswagen and BMW in 


reaching the July deal with Cali¬ 
fornia. Under the deal, the auto¬ 
makers planned to comply with 
pollution and related mileage re¬ 
quirements that are tougher than 
the federal standards sought by 
President Donald Trump. 

In September, the administra¬ 
tion revoked California’s authority 
to set auto mileage standards, as¬ 
serting that only the federal gov¬ 
ernment can regulate greenhouse 
gas emissions and fuel economy. 

Democrats accused the admin¬ 
istration of using antitrust powers 


to target political opponents with 
the investigation. A top Justice 
Department official defended the 
probe before Congress and denied 
any political motivation or influ¬ 
ence from the White House. 

California Gov. Gavin Newsom, 
a Democrat, said Friday that the 
Justice Department’s “trumped- 
up charges were always a sham 
— a blatant attempt by the Trump 
administration to prevent more 
automakers from joining Cali¬ 
fornia and agreeing to stronger 
emissions standards.” 


Military rates 

Euro costs (Feb. 10).$1.1247 

Dollar buys (Feb. 10).€0.8891 

British pound (Feb. 10).$1.33 

Japanese yen (Feb. 10).107.00 

South Korean won (Feb. 10).1,156.00 

Commercial rates 

Bahrain (Dinar).0.3770 

British pound.$1.2952 

Canada (Dollar).1.3313 

China (Yuan).7.0002 

Denmark (Krone).6.8106 

Egypt (Pound).15.7602 

Euro .. $1 0970/0 9116 

Hong Kong (Dollar).7.7648 

Hungary (Forint).309.02 

Israel (Shekel) .3.4273 

Japan (Yen) .109 58 

Kuwait (Dinar).0.3042 

Norway (Krone).9.2913 

Phiiippines (Peso).50.95 

Poland (Zloty) 3 90 

Saudi Arabia (Riyal).3.7510 

Singapore (Dollar).1.3911 

South Korea (Won).1195.32 


Switzerland (Franc).0.9744 

Thailand (Baht).31.34 

Turkey (New Lira) .6.0369 

(Military exchange rates are those 
available to customers at military banking 
facilities in the country of issuance 
for Japan, South Korea, Germany, the 
Netherlands and the United Kingdom. For 
nonlocal currency exchange rates (i.e., 
purchasing British pounds in Germany), 
check with your local military banking 
facility. Commercial rates are interbank 
rates provided for reference when buying 
currency. All figures are foreign currencies 
to one dollar, except for the British pound, 
which is represented in dollars-to-pound, 
and the euro, which is dollars-to-euro.) 


INTEREST RATES 


Prime rate.4.75 

Discount rate.2.25 

Federal funds market rate.1.59 

3-month bill.1.53 

30-year bond.2.04 


WEATHER OUTLOOK 


MONDAY IN THE MIDDLE EAST 


MONDAY IN EUROPE 


TUESDAY IN THE PACIFIC 




TODAY 

IN STRIPES 


American Roundup 
Classified.............. 

.11 

.13 

Comics.. 

.15 

Crossword............ 

.15 

Faces.... 

.14 

Opinion................. 

.16 

Sports........... 

.17-24 


STARSlQfSTRIPES 

However you read us, 
wherever you need us. 


Mobile • Online • Print 


EUROPE 

[ ADVERTISING ^ 

KRISTI KIMMEL | 

CustomerService@stripes.com 

1 -f49 (0)0631.3615.9111 

1 DSN: 314.583.9111 

MIDDLE EAST 

[ ADVERTISING ^ 

KRISTI KIMMEL | 

CustomerService@stripes.com 

1 -f49 (0)0631.3615.9111 

1 DSN: 314.583.9111 

' PACIFIC 

1 ADVERTISING 4 

“aNAG, I Pac.cAd.e.s:n,.s«p..co.| CML .3, SSZ2S,, 773,3 


M PCSing? STARS, e STRIPES. 

^RELOCATION GUID^ 

W "Vm Every Friday in the European and Pacific 
i of Stars and Stripes AND online daily at 

















































Monday, February 10,2020 


Stars and Stripes 




Page 3 


MILITARY 


Ferry near Japan base hosts anti-virus team 



Evelyn Mays 


The 17,000-ton Hakuo is seen from to Yokosuka Naval Base, Japan, on Thursday. The ship will be used 
as sleeping quarters for Self-Defense Force personnel and a base for their relief efforts in supporting 
those quarantined for the coronavirus. 


By Caitlin Doornbos 

AND HaNA KuSUMOTO 
Stars and Stripes 

YOKOSUKA NAVAL BASE, 
Japan — A maritime ferry has 
carried 40 Japan Self-Defense 
Forces personnel from Yokosuka 
to Yokohama, where they are ren¬ 
dering aid to thousands of cruise- 
ship passengers quarantined 
for possible exposure to the new 
coronavirus. 

The 17,000-ton Hakuo, char¬ 
tered by the Ministry of Defense, 
was berthed at the Japan Mari¬ 
time Self-Defense Force base in 
Yokosuka and visible Thursday 
from the Yokosuka Naval Base 
pier less than a mile across the 
bay. The ferry has 94 rooms and 
is being used by the Self-Defense 
Forces as a base for those assist¬ 
ing passengers on the Diamond 
Princess cruise ship quarantined 
in Yokohama since Tuesday. 

As of Friday morning, 61 people 
on the ship had tested positive for 
coronavirus, according to Kyodo 
News. 

Reuters reported Thursday that 
the Hakuo could host Diamond 
Princess passengers, causing a 
commotion among some US. base 
residents. Some posted pictures 
on social media of the Hakuo, 
calling it the “SS Coronavirus.” 

The defense ministry decided 


later to employ the ferry as sleep¬ 
ing quarters for its personnel, a 
joint staff spokesman told Stars 
and Stripes on Friday. Some Jap¬ 


anese officials customarily speak 
on condition of anonymity. 

The Self-Defense Forces per¬ 
sonnel aboard the Hakuo, which 


is now berthed at Yokohama’s 
Honmoku Pier near the Diamond 
Princess, began tending to the 
cruise ship’s passengers and crew 


Friday, the joint staff spokesman 
said. They are providing medical 
care and other assistance. 

The Diamond Princess had 
been on a 16-day cruise from Yo¬ 
kohama that made stops in Hong 
Kong, Vietnam, Taiwan and other 
parts of Japan before returning to 
Yokohama on Tuesday, according 
to The Japan Times. The quaran¬ 
tine went into effect after a guest 
tested positive for coronavirus 
six days after leaving the ship in 
Hong Kong on Jan. 25. 

Health officials screened 2,666 
guests and 1,045 crew aboard the 
Diamond Princess on Wednes¬ 
day, according to Princess Cruise 
Lines. 

The ship is to remain under 
quarantine until Feb. 19 at Yoko¬ 
hama’s Daikoku Pier, just across 
the bay from the city’s popular 
Red Brick Warehouse. 

The coronavirus causes fever, 
cough and shortness of breath, 
sometimes with fatal outcomes. 
It was first reported in Wuhan, 
China on Dec. 31, and China’s 
National Health Commission on 
Friday said 636 of the more than 
31,000 people infected in the coun¬ 
try have died. To date, there are 
no treatments or vaccinations. 

doornbos.caitlin(I)stripes.com 
Twitter: (aCaitlinDoornbos 
kusumoto.hana(I)stri pes.com 
Twitter: @HanaKusumoto 


Marine spouse raised money 
to help restore Shuri Castle 


By Aya Ichihashi 
Stars and Stripes 

NAHA, Okinawa — A Marine Corps 
spouse who raised more than $11,000 
through a GoFundMe campaign gave the 
money to Okinawa’s governor Thursday to 
help restore Shuri Castle, a landmark de¬ 
stroyed by fire Oct. 31. 

More than 200 people, mostly US. mili¬ 
tary members and their families serv¬ 
ing on Okinawa or who had served there 
previously, as well as Okinawans living in 
the US., gave to the fund, said Mari Greg¬ 
ory, 41. She and her husband, Maj. Indigo 
Gregory, 44, of Marine Corps Base Quan- 
tico, Va., were stationed at Camp Courtney, 
Okinawa, until summer 2019. 

“Through the fundraising, I’ve really 
felt how much people love Okinawa,” Mari 
Gregory told Stars and Stripes before 
the presentation. “And even if you don’t 
live in Okinawa, Okinawa still stays with 
you in your heart wherever you go in the 
world. And it’s been demonstrated through 
the fundraising that people literally from 
around the world donated because they 
want to see the castle to be rebuilt and they 
love Okinawa just as much as everybody 
else.” 

Shuri Castle, which dates to the 15th 
century, was destroyed during World War 
II and rebuilt in 1992. It was considered a 
symbol of Okinawa’s struggle to recover 
from World War II. 

It was reported ablaze at 2:21 a.m. Oct. 
31 and burned for more than 11 hours. A 
total of 171 firefighters responded, but the 
fire consumed several buildings, includ¬ 
ing the castle’s iconic main hall, called the 



Stars and Stripes 


People watch as firefighters work a blaze 
at Shuri Castle in Naha, Okinawa, on Oct. 
31, 2019. 

Seiden. 

The Naha City Fire Department finished 
its investigation at the end of January, a 
spokesman for the agency said Thursday. 
Its report is due soon, he said. 

“We should be able to announce it by 
the end of February,” the spokesman said. 
Some government officials in Japan cus¬ 
tomarily speak on condition of anonymity. 

An initial police investigation yielded lit¬ 
tle about the cause of the fire, the Okinawa 
police spokesman said. 

“The fire was too strong, and everything 
was burned down,” he said. 

On the day of the fire, Mari Gregory 
started a GoFundMe campaign to help 
restore the landmark, she said. She was 
not alone. As of Wednesday, the prefec- 
tural government has received nearly $10 
million in donations toward restoring the 
castle. 

“I feel happy that if we can contribute 
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Marine Corps spouse Mari Gregory 
presents Okinawa Gov. Denny Tamaki 
with donations for the restoration of Shuri 
Castle, on Thursday. 

just a little bit for the restoration of Shuri 
Castle, maybe it won’t be in our lifetime 
that we’ll see it again,” Mari Gregory said, 
“but our children and grandchildren still 
will enjoy the castle.” 

Minister Shinzo Abe vowed in Novem¬ 
ber to rebuild Shuri Castle because of its 
importance to Okinawans. 

“It is government’s responsibility to re¬ 
build Shuri Castle as early as possible and 
support it financially,” he said. 

Okinawa Gov. Denny Tamaki, accepting 
the donation from Mari Gregory, said: “We 
will do our best to rebuild the Shuri Castle 
as early as possible so you can show the 
castle to your daughters one day.” 

rchThashi.“^a@stripesxorTi 

Twitter: (SAyalchihashi 


Airman killed 
in Yokota base 
bike accident 

By Seth Robson 

Stars and Stripes 

YOKOTA AIR BASE, Japan — An 
airman killed in a motorcycle accident 
Wednesday at the home of U.S. Forces 
Japan in western Tokyo served as a crew 
chief for C-130J Super Hercules aircraft, 
the Air Force said in a 
statement Friday. 

Senior Airman Mi¬ 
chael Spradlin, 28, of 
Yokota’s 374th Main¬ 
tenance Squadron, 
was pronounced dead 
at approximately 8:25 
a.m. Wednesday after 
being taken to the 
base medical facility, 
officials said. No other 
vehicles were involved in the accident, 
which was still under investigation Friday. 

The statement, which said Spradlin had 
been stationed at Yokota since May, did not 
list his hometown. 

“My heart goes out to Michael’s family, 
friends, and teammates,” 374th Mainte¬ 
nance Squadron commander Lt. Col. Kris¬ 
tina Lamothe said in the statement. “A loss 
of life is never easy to experience and the 
grieving process takes time. He will be 
missed.” 

The last motorcycle fatality at Yokota 
happened in January 2014, when a rider 
was killed in a crash in front of the Yokota 
Community Center. 

robson.seth(i)stripes.com 
Twitter: (aSethRobson 
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2 towns vie for 'national' MOH mnsenm 



City of Arlington, Texas 


Joseph Daniels, president of the National Medal of Honor Museum Foundation, speaks 
at the October announcement of the foundation’s intentions to build a museum in 
Arlington, Texas. 


By Rose L. Thayer 

Stars and Stripes 

AUSTIN, Texas — In two cities more 
than a thousand miles apart, residents and 
council members are celebrating plans to 
build a museum honoring the 3,507 ser¬ 
vice members who received the Medal of 
Honor. Each needs to raise tens of millions 
of dollars, and both predict opening dates 
within a year of each other. 

It’s no coincidence that the two projects, 
planned for Arlington, Texas, and Mount 
Pleasant, S.C., are humming along at the 
same time. 

One was created in the wake of the other 
leaving town. 

Mount Pleasant was five years and $20 
million into planning and fundraising for its 
Medal of Honor Museum when new leader¬ 
ship took charge. The vision changed, with 
a desire for a museum that would attract a 
broader audience and bigger tourism num¬ 
bers and have more national impact than 
Mount Pleasant could deliver. 

While some in town believe the new 
leadership of the foundation lured the mu¬ 
seum away from its roots, it contends the 
goal was to give a larger platform to the 
prestigious medal. The decision was made 
to move the museum to Texas, leaving be¬ 
hind a small town whose residents believed 
their charity went unappreciated. 

But Mount Pleasant wasn’t done in its 
quest to honor those who earned the mil¬ 
itary’s highest award for valor. 

The beginning 

The concept for a large-scale Medal of 
Honor Museum began in 2013 in Mount 
Pleasant, just outside Charleston, where 
a small museum dedicated to the nation’s 
highest medal for service exists aboard the 
USS Yorktown. A foundation was formed 
to move the museum landside near the re¬ 
tired World War II aircraft carrier at its 
permanent dock in a tourist destination in 
the Charleston Harbor known as Patriots 
Point. 

But after six years of planning and rais¬ 
ing about $20 million, the foundation an¬ 
nounced in October that it would instead 
build its museum in Arlington, nestled 
alongside the Texas Rangers baseball 
stadium and the Dallas Cowboys football 
stadium. 

“It was made clear to us after much de¬ 
liberation that the desire of an overwhelm¬ 
ing number of [Medal of Honor] recipients 
to have a larger national platform was not 
achievable in South Carolina,” said Monica 
Notzon, vice president of external affairs 
for the National Medal of Honor Founda¬ 
tion. “In November of 2018, we announced 
our desire to find a location that would 
allow the museum to measure visitation 
in millions and not thousands, and bring 
the highest visibility to the Medal of Honor 
and the recipients.” 

While the Charleston region boasts about 
7 million tourists each year, Arlington has 
double that, according to data from each 
city. Dallas, just 25 minutes east of Arling¬ 
ton, has about 27 million annual visitors, 
according to its data. 

New board members and new employees 
were just announced for the Texas project, 
and renowned international architect Ra¬ 
fael Vifioly will design the project. 

“In keeping with our well-known Ar¬ 
lington can-do spirit, the National Medal 
of Honor Museum Foundation has joined 
the north Texas community with a bang,” 
said Arlington Mayor Jeff Williams in a 
statement. “In the 100 days since they an¬ 
nounced Arlington as the museum’s home, 
the foundation has laid down strong roots in 
north Texas, doubling the size of the staff. 


adding great Texas leaders to the board of 
directors, and selecting an architect and 
design worthy of this amazing mission.” 

Regardless of the reason for leaving, do¬ 
nors in South Carolina felt betrayed, and 
some believed the town council killed the 
project by not approving building plans. 
But another contingent decided to pick 
up where the previous foundation left off, 
rebuild trust and give the town of Mount 
Pleasant the museum it was promised. 

“We feel like we have been taken ad¬ 
vantage of because that foundation is 
from here, that money was given to build 
[a museum] here, and that designation as 
national — they don’t have any such desig¬ 
nation,” said Will Haynie, mayor of Mount 
Pleasant. Though the foundation uses the 
word “national” when referring to itself, 
the descriptor is not included in its non¬ 
profit paperwork. 

There’s also a law passed by Congress 
that Haynie and those affiliated with the 
new Mount Pleasant museum efforts be¬ 
lieve makes theirs worthy of the national 
designation. 

In 1999 Congress passed the National 
Medal of Honor Memorial Act naming 
Riverside, Calif; Indianapolis and Mount 
Pleasant “national Medal of Honor sites,” 
because the cities “honor recipients of the 
Medal of Honor.” 

In November, two Texas congressmen 
introduced the similarly named National 
Medal of Honor Monument Act, which 
would task the Arlington foundation with 
building a monument in Washington and 
designate the Texas site as the National 
Medal of Honor Museum. The bill has not 
moved beyond introduction. 

“They are using the name ‘national’ to 
raise money knowing they are not the na¬ 
tional museum,” said Tom McQueeney, 
chairman of the Congressional Medal of 
Honor Museum Foundation, launched in 
July to build a museum in Mount Pleasant. 

Haynie contends the town council didn’t 
push the foundation away, but instead of¬ 
fered numerous waivers and moved dead¬ 
lines to help get the design of the museum 
approved. 

The approval deadline in 2018 coincided 
with the hiring of Joseph Daniels as the 
foundation CEO — the fourth to take the 
job in five years. Daniels served as presi¬ 
dent of the 9/11 Memorial and Museum in 
New York City, joining the project in 2005 
first as general counsel. That museum 
opened about nine years later, and he left 
the organization at the end of 2016. 

Around the time Daniels came on board 
for the Medal of Honor Museum, the foun¬ 


dation began to butt heads with Mount 
Pleasant over a design that did not meet 
the town’s strict building codes. 

The group began to miss some impor¬ 
tant deadlines with Patriots Point. Based 
on its lease, which gave the foundation 
waterfront property for $1 a year for 99 
years, the fundraising and design efforts 
had to meet certain progress deadlines, 
said Chris Hauff, spokesman for Patriots 
Point Development Authority, which is a 
state agency. 

“We were really proud of the idea of hav¬ 
ing a much bigger presence of the Medal 
of Honor Museum here at Patriots Point 
— having the National Medal of Honor 
Museum here,” Hauff said. “I did speaking 
engagements all over the state about what 
it means for us.” 

Local officials imagined Patriots Point 
becoming a “weekend destination for 
patriotism,” Hauff said, with the larger 
museum adding to the military-themed at¬ 
tractions in the harbor: three retired Naval 
ships, nearly two dozen aircraft, the Naval 
and Maritime Museum and an outdoor 
Vietnam War exhibit. 

Later in 2018, the foundation’s pro¬ 
posed design for the museum, created by 
celebrated architect and urban designer 
Moshe Safdie, who was hired for $3.5 
million, was rejected by the Mount Pleas¬ 
ant town council. While some argued the 
building sharply contrasted with the look 
and feel of Charleston, the vote focused on 
the fact that it did not meet the building 
codes, Haynie said. 

At 140 feet tall, the Pentagon-shaped de¬ 
sign far exceeded the 50-foot limit of wa¬ 
terfront construction. 

After months of public input and a waiv¬ 
er on design rules from the council, the 
foundation resubmitted nearly the same 
design, lowering the height to fit restric¬ 
tions along the waterfront. 

By then, it was too late. Haynie and Dan¬ 
iels had a meeting at city hall in September 
2018, asking what could be done to reduce 
tension. Haynie’s question: If the council 
approved the design, would the foundation 
stay in town? 

Starting over 

Soon after the meeting, the foundation 
announced it would begin a national search 
for a city to host the museum. 

Its lease with Patriots Point remained in 
place. By Nov. 30,2018, the foundation was 
to have certain design aspects approved to 
allow for a city-owned road to be moved. 
That missed deadline triggered the can¬ 


cellation of the lease, Hauff said. 

“They had a lack of fundraising around 
that, too,” he said. 

Mount Pleasant spent about $373,000 on 
engineer and design plans to move its road¬ 
way, assuming the foundation would meet 
its required deadlines. In December 2019, 
the town council voted to send a letter to 
the Medal of Honor Museum Foundation 
asking for the funds to be reimbursed. 

“We’re not trying to turn this into a legal 
battle, we’re just sending a letter saying we 
spent this on your behalf on good faith,” 
Haynie said. “We respectfully request 
you reimburse us for money spent on your 
behalf” 

Notzon contends that “no money is owed 
the city of Mount Pleasant.” 

Another local group is asking for the re¬ 
turn of about $50,000 donated from funds 
raised at the now-defunct Medal of Honor 
Bowl, a college football all-star game. A 
handful of South Carolina residents also 
are requesting the foundation return tens 
of thousands of dollars donated with the in¬ 
tention of funding a local museum. 

“The point is [Daniels] hasn’t respond¬ 
ed,” McQueeney said. “These people are 
very angry here. They spent money to 
build a museum in Mount Pleasant where 
it was designated.” 

Notzon, with the Texas museum founda¬ 
tion, acknowledged the receipt of letters 
from donors requesting their money back. 

“We are handling the very limited re¬ 
quests from individual donors for refunds 
on an individual basis,” she said in a state¬ 
ment, though she did not answer whether 
any refunds had been sent to South Caro¬ 
lina donors. 

The foundation returned $5 million to 
the state of South Carolina that was given 
in the project’s early stages to boost fund¬ 
raising efforts. 

Trying again in South Carolina 

Because many in South Carolina lost 
trust in donating to a Medal of Honor Mu¬ 
seum, McQueeney and the new Mount 
Pleasant foundation have promised “a mu¬ 
seum or your money back.” 

Anyone who donates toward the $45 
million goal will get their funds returned 
should the foundation fail to make the mu¬ 
seum a reality. It’s projected opening date 
is July 4, 2023. 

So far, the new museum has raised more 
than $20 million since its July announce¬ 
ment and has released a design concept of 
the building. Mount Pleasant council has 
pledged $3 million. Charleston County also 
approved $5 million over 10 years, contin¬ 
gent on city and state support, the latter 
of which is being discussed, McQueeney 
said. 

“We’re working as a well-meaning, well- 
organized group with a wonderful purpose 
and with everyone pulling together,” he 
said. “We have some very, very generous 
people here.” 

However, the new foundation is still 
lacking a lease with the Patriots Point for 
a set location for their museum. Following 
the cancellation of the previous lease, the 
Patriots Point board of directors adopted 
seven criteria that must be met before they 
will enter into a new lease for such a proj¬ 
ect, Hauff said. They are working with the 
new foundation to meet that criteria. 

Moving ahead in Texas 

In Arlington, the National Medal of 
Honor Museum Foundation is moving for¬ 
ward with its $200 million fundraising goal, 
Notzon said. About $150 million will go to¬ 
ward a museum projected to open in 2024, 
and the remainder is for a monument 
SEE MUSEUM ON PAGE 5 
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Severe storms head near US bases in Germany 
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Water splashes on the pier of the ferry pier in Dagebuell, northern 
Germany, on Sunday. The storms and high winds in Germany are 


By Jennifer H. Svan 
Stars and Stripes 

KAISERSLAUTERN, Germa¬ 
ny — Violent thunderstorms and 
near-hurricane force winds were 
forecast to strike in the vicinity of 
Ramstein Air Base and other U.S. 
installations beginning Sunday 
night, with severe weather ex¬ 
pected to continue into Tuesday 
for much of Germany. 

The storm, known as Ciara in 
the United Kingdom and Sabine 
in Germany, could bring gusts 
of up to 72 mph through Mon¬ 
day morning, along with hail and 
local flooding in large parts of the 
country, the German Meteorolog¬ 
ical Service said on its website. 

The Army’s AtHoc notification 
system issued an advisory to af¬ 
fected personnel Sunday after- 


moving toward US bases. 

noon, citing the German weather 
service’s warning. 

The storm could bring sus¬ 
tained winds of up to 52 mph 
through 6 p.m. Tuesday, U.S. 
Army Garrison Rheinland-Pfalz 
said on its Facebook page Sunday, 
citing German forecasts. 


Germany issued its second- 
highest storm warning level for 
parts of the country extending 
from Hamburg in the north to the 
Bavarian Alps in the south. 

U.S. Army Garrison Wiesbaden 
delayed opening for schools and 
all nonessential installation ac¬ 


tivities until 10 a.m. Monday, it 
said on its Facebook page Sunday 
afternoon. 

Ramstein and USAG Rhein¬ 
land-Pfalz hadn’t declared any 
delays by Sunday evening for the 
Kaiserslautern and Baumholder 
areas, where tens of thousands of 
U.S. service members and their 
families live. 

Decisions on delays or cancel¬ 
lations could be made in the early 
morning if warranted, officials 
said Sunday on the USAG Rhein¬ 
land-Pfalz Facebook page. 

Garrison officials urged com¬ 
munity members Sunday to stay 
inside and secure outdoor items. 

Kaiserslautern closed several 
public areas Sunday, including 
the city forest and cemetery, the 
Wochenblatt newspaper reported. 
City officials advised against vis¬ 


iting public parks with tall trees 
during the storm. 

Flight and train delays were 
also expected throughout the 
country. 

Germany’s national railway op¬ 
erator, Deutsche Bahn, said it was 
canceling long-distance trains to 
destinations most at risk from 
the storm, including Emden and 
Norddeich in Germany’s north¬ 
western corner, the northern city 
of Kiel and the North Sea island 
of Sylt, according to The Associ¬ 
ated Press. 

The storm was expected to 
bring winds of up to 80 mph to 
parts of England, where several 
flights and trains were canceled, 
AP reported. 

svan.iennifer@stripes.com 
Twitter: ©stripesktown 


US airman convicted of drnnk driving at over 3 times the limit 


By Christopher Dennis 

Stars and Stripes 

MILDENHALL, England — An RAF 
Lakenheath airman was convicted in a 
UK. court of drunk driving at more than 
three times the legal alcohol limit. 

Staff Sgt. Justin Alexander, an aircraft 
mechanic for the 48th Fighter Wing, was 
ordered to pay 175 pounds in court costs 
and fines, must work 100 hours of commu¬ 
nity service and was banned from driving 
for 26 months on Jan. 31, according to the 
Ipswich Magistrates Court. 

Alexander was found drunk behind 


the wheel of a rented Honda Accord in 
Mildenhall, the East Anglian Daily Times 
reported. 

Police found the crashed vehicle on 
the opposite side of the road, with three 
tires destroyed, damage to the wheel well 
and front bumper, the local newspaper 
reported. 

A test registered 115 micrograms of al¬ 
cohol content per 100 milliliters of breath, 
which is equivalent to a .26% blood alcohol 
content under English law. The legal limit 
for drinking and driving in England is 
.08%, and .05% in Scotland. 

The 48th Fighter Wing declined to com¬ 


ment on any further disciplinary actions. 

U.S. driving habits came under scrutiny 
in the UK. in August, when Anne Sacoolas, 
the wife of a U.S. diplomat, drove on the 
wrong side of the road near RAF Crough- 
ton and struck motorcyclist Harry Dunn, 
19, who died from his injuries. Sacoolas 
claimed diplomatic immunity and flew 
to the US., which has spurred continuing 
protests near the base. 

Drunk driving among U.S. service mem¬ 
bers was significantly down last year at 
Lakenheath, which hosts about 4,000 U.S. 
service members, according to military 
figures. 


There were five on-base and 15 off-base 
cases of Lakenheath U.S. service mem¬ 
bers drinking and driving in 2019, which 
is down from eight on base and 28 off base 
in 2018, 48th Fighter Wing spokeswoman 
Capt. Miranda Simmons said. 

“We take driving safety very seriously 
and continue to emphasize to our Airmen 
the importance of having a plan on how 
to get home when consuming alcohol,” 
Col. Will Marshall, 48th Fighter Wing 
commander, said in an email to Stars and 
Stripes. 

dennis.christopher@stripes.com 
Twitter: @chrisbdennis 


Museum: Two cities battle for national honor to feature recipients 



Congressional Medal of Honor Society 


A display inside the current Medal of Honor Museum, located 
aboard the USS \brktown in Mount Pleasant, S.C. 
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in Washington, which is pending 
Congressional approval. 

The land offered for the mu¬ 
seum is owned by the city of Ar¬ 
lington and currently leased to 
the Texas Rangers baseball team, 
said Susan Schrok, city spokes¬ 
woman. A lease with the museum 
foundation is currently under 
development and expected to be 
formalized in early 2020. 

The foundation is officially 
working from offices in the Globe 
Life Park — part of the former 
Rangers’ stadium — and hired 
seven new employees, according 
to a January news release. 

“2020 is off to an amazing 
start,” Daniels, the foundation 
CEO, said in a statement. “Be¬ 
tween a world-class site and un¬ 
paralleled support in Arlington, 
Texas, our new chief architect 
and our tremendous new hires 
and board members, we have 
amazing partners in our mission 
to preserve the stories of Medal 
of Honor recipients and give all 
Americans a place to honor and 
learn from their courage, sacri¬ 
fice and love of country. These 
national heroes gave everything 
they could to protect our nation. 
It’s incumbent on all of us to come 
together as a country to now give 
back.” 

When asked about current 


fundraising, Notzon said they 
have more than 25,000 donors in 
all 50 states and are “making good 
headway” toward their goal. She 
did not disclose how much of the 
$20 million raised in South Caro¬ 
lina was still on the books when 
the foundation moved to Texas, 
and those financial records were 
not available online. 

Caught in the middle of these 
two museum endeavors is the 
Congressional Medal of Honor 
Society, a nonprofit chartered by 
Congress in 1958 and dedicated to 
caring for the 71 living recipients 
of the medal and conducting pro¬ 
grams that inspire and educate 
based on their legacy. Like the 
current Medal of Honor Muse¬ 
um, the society’s administrative 
offices and climate-controlled ar¬ 
chival storage sit aboard the USS 
Yorktown. 

Because of the flurry of muse¬ 
um announcements, the society 
released a statement in October 
reiterating that it planned to re¬ 
main on the ship. 

“We support any organiza¬ 
tion that desires to highlight the 
Medal of Honor recipients, es¬ 
pecially the 71 living recipients, 
and the legacy of the Medal of 
Honor,” Drew D. Dix, Medal of 
Honor recipient and president 
of the society, said in the state¬ 
ment. “We assist in many ways 


- through character development 
programs in schools nationwide 
and outreach programs with our 
recipients into the veteran and 
military communities. There can 
never be too many locations hon¬ 
oring the Medal of Honor.” 

Its programs are funded 
through yet another similarly 
named foundation, the Congres¬ 
sional Medal of Honor Founda¬ 
tion, established in 1999. 

“Both of those museums, the 
one in Mount Pleasant and the 
one in Arlington, Texas, both are 
not off the ground,” said John 
Falkenbury, vice president of the 


Medal of Honor Society. However, 
because each project has recipi¬ 
ents on their boards, “they keep 
us abreast of what’s going on.” 

Falkenbury agrees with Dix 
that the more opportunities avail¬ 
able for Americans to learn about 
the legacy of the Medal of Honor 
and its recipients, the better off 
the country would be. 

“These museums ought to be 
about education, inspiration and 
patriotism,” he said. “We want to 
protect the sanctity of the medal 
itself.” 

Thayer.rose@stripes.com 
Twitter: @Rose_Lori 
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Syrian army continues 
campaign against rebels 



SANA/AP 


Syrian government forces enter the village of al-Eis, in Aleppo 
province, Syria, on Sunday. 


By Albert Aji 

Associated Press 

DAMASCUS, Syria — Syria’s 
military vowed Sunday to keep 
up its campaign to regain control 
of the whole country, days after 
capturing large chunks of terri¬ 
tory from the last rebel holdout in 
northwestern Syria. 

Russia has heavily backed the 
Syrian government’s offensive. 
The fighting led to the collapse of 
a fragile cease-fire that was nego¬ 
tiated with Turkey in 2018. 

The advance of forces sup¬ 
porting Syrian President Bashar 
Assad into rebel-held areas of 
Idlib and Aleppo province has 
also sparked a largescale human¬ 
itarian crisis. 

Nearly 600,000 people have 
fled the fighting since December. 
Most of the displaced are living in 


open-air shelters and temporary 
homes in freezing winter condi¬ 
tions closer to the Turkish border. 
Half of the displaced are believed 
to be children. 

A main backer of the armed 
Syrian opposition, Turkey has 
sent in large military reinforce¬ 
ments into the rebel-held areas. 
But the buildup has not stopped 
the Syrian government advance. 

Syrian military spokesman 
Gen. Ali Mayhoub said that gov¬ 
ernment forces had gained a stra¬ 
tegic advantage in recent days, 
according to a statement carried 
by Syria’s state news agency. He 
said that Syrian troops advancing 
from around Aleppo’s southern 
countryside had linked up with 
those coming from eastern Idlib. 

The Syrian army had seized a 
geographical area of more than 
230 square miles and captured 


dozens of towns and villages, he 
added. 

But the government campaign 
appears to be aimed at securing 
a strategic highway in rebel-con¬ 
trolled territory for now, rather 
than seizing the entire province 
and its the densely populated cap¬ 
ital, Idlib. 

The Britain-based Syrian Ob¬ 
servatory for Human Rights said 
government troops were only a 
few miles from seizing full control 
of the strategic highway, know as 
M5. The highway links the na¬ 
tional capital of Damascus with 
the country’s north, which has for 
years been divided between gov¬ 
ernment and opposition forces. 

Turkey sent hundreds of mili¬ 
tary vehicles and troops into Idlib 
province in the past week. The 
buildup and the continued gov¬ 
ernment advances sparked a rare 


clash on Feb. 3 between Turkish 
and Syrian soldiers that killed 
eight Turkish military personnel 
and 13 Syrian troops. 

On Sunday, Mayhoub said the 
efforts to back the armed opposi¬ 
tion “will not succeed in prevent¬ 
ing the fast collapse’’ of the rebel 
groups. Damascus considers all 
armed opposition as “terrorist 
organizations." 

Rebels, including some of the 
most radical militant groups, con¬ 


trol much of Idlib province and 
parts of the neighboring Aleppo 
region. These areas are home to 
some 3 million people — many of 
them displaced from other parts 
of Syria. 

On Friday, Turkey’s Defense 
Ministry warned its army would 
respond “even more forcefully” 
to any attack on Turkish observa¬ 
tion posts in northern Syria, add¬ 
ing: “Our observation posts will 
continue carrying out duties.” 


Iranian space program fails to put satellite into orbit 


By Amir Vahdat 
And Jon Gambrell 

Associated Press 

TEHRAN, Iran — An Iranian 
rocket failed to put a satellite into 
orbit on Sunday, state television 
reported, the latest setback for 
a program the US. claims helps 
Tehran advance its ballistic mis¬ 
sile program. 

The launch happened at Imam 
Khomeini Spaceport in Iran’s 
Semnan province, some 145 
miles southeast of Iran’s capital, 
Tehran. A Simorgh, or “Phoe¬ 
nix,” rocket couldn’t put the Zafar 
1 communications satellite into 
orbit, however, due to a low speed, 
Iranian state TV reported. 

“Stage-1 and stage-2 motors of 
the carrier functioned properly 
and the satellite was successfully 
detached from its carrier, but at 
An Iranian rocket failed to put a satellite into orbit Sunday state the end of its path it did not reach 

television reported, the latest setback for a program the U.S. claims the required speed for being put 

helps Tehran advance its ballistic missile program. in the orbit,” Defense Minis- 



Maxar Technologies/AP 


try space program spokesman 
Ahmad Hosseini told state TV. 

Hosseini still sought to por¬ 
tray the failure as a “remark¬ 
able” achievement for its space 
program. 

In the days leading up to the 
launch, Iranian officials had been 
promoting the mission, includ¬ 
ing the country’s Information 
and Communications Technology 
Minister Mohammad Javad Azari 
Jahromi. His quick rise through 
the Islamic Republic’s carefully 
managed political system al¬ 
ready is generating speculation 
he could be a candidate for Iran’s 
2021 presidential campaign. 

The U.S. alleges such satellite 
launches defy a UN. Security 
Council resolution calling on Iran 
to undertake no activity related to 
ballistic missiles capable of deliv¬ 
ering nuclear weapons. 

Iran, which long has said it 
does not seek nuclear weapons, 
maintains its satellite launches 


and rocket tests do not have a 
military component. Tehran also 
says it hasn’t violated the UN. 
resolution as it only “called upon” 
Tehran not to conduct such tests. 

The launch comes amid height¬ 
ened tensions between Iran and 
the U.S. since Trump unilaterally 
withdrew America from Tehran’s 
2015 nuclear deal with world 
powers in May 2018. Iran since 
has begun breaking terms of the 
deal limiting its enrichment of 
uranium. 

Meanwhile, a series of attacks 
across the Persian Gulf culmi¬ 
nated with a U.S. drone strike in 
Baghdad killing Iran’s Revolu¬ 
tionary Guard Gen. Qassem So- 
leimani and a retaliatory ballistic 
missile strike by Iran on Iraqi 
bases housing American troops 
earlier this month. Iran also ac¬ 
cidentally shot down a Ukrainian 
commercial airliner taking off 
from Tehran amid the tensions, 
killing all 176 people on board. 


Insider: Motive behind the attack unknown 


Roadside bomb kills 1 
soldier, wounds 5 in Pakistan 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

assigned to 3rd Battalion, 7th 
Special Forces Group (Airborne), 
Eglin Air Force Base, Fla., and 
both were posthumously promot¬ 
ed to sergeant first class. 

On Saturday, the unit said in 
a statement that “several” of its 
soldiers had been killed or in¬ 
jured in combat in Afghanistan 
on Saturday. 

“The 7th Special Forces Group 
Headquarters is poised to sup¬ 
port the service members and 
their families during this difficult 
time,” Col. John W. Sannes said in 
the statement. 


The gunman who carried out 
the attack was killed by security 
forces, Nangarhar Provincial 
Council Member Ajmal Omar 
told Stars and Stripes in a tele¬ 
phone interview. 

The shooter appears not to have 
been an insurgent infiltrator. The 
Associated Press reported, cit¬ 
ing an unnamed Afghan defense 
official who described him as a 
soldier who had argued with U.S. 
forces before opening fire. 

The Taliban did not immedi¬ 
ately comment on the incident. 

“Incidents such as this fail 
to have negative effects on the 


friendship and spirit of coopera¬ 
tion between ANDSF and U.S. 
military forces,” the Afghan 
Defense Ministry said, using an 
acronym for the country’s secu¬ 
rity forces. “We will continue our 
fight against terrorism together.” 

The U.S. deaths bring the num¬ 
ber of American troops killed in 
combat in Afghanistan this year 
to four. Two more died in an air¬ 
plane crash last month that offi¬ 
cials have said did not appear to 
be caused by enemy fire. 

Zubair Babakarkhail contributed to this 

report. 

wellman.phiilip@stripes.com 
Twitter: (fipwweiiman 


Associated Press 

QUETTA, Pakistan — A road¬ 
side bomb exploded near a Paki¬ 
stani paramilitary vehicle in the 
restive southwestern Baluchistan 
province, killing one soldier and 
wounding five others, a local gov¬ 
ernment official said Sunday. 

The paramilitary troops were 
attacked while on patrol near the 
Sharag coal mines, according to 
Azeem Jan Damar, a deputy com¬ 
missioner in Harnai district. He 
said the wounded were taken to a 


nearby medical facility. 

Baluchistan province has been 
the scene of a low-level insur¬ 
gency by separatists demanding 
more autonomy and a greater 
share in the region’s natural re¬ 
sources, such as gas and oil. The 
province shares a long border 
with Afghanistan and Iran. 

No one immediately claimed 
responsibility for the blast, but 
such attacks on security forces 
in the past have been claimed by 
Baluch separatist groups. 
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Last chance for 
some struggling 
2020 Dems in NH 



Cliff Owen/AP 


Attorney General William Barr’s call for the U.S. government to take a “controlling stake” in 5G 
providers was rebuked by administration officials. 

Barr’s call for US control of 
5G providers quickly rebuked 


By Michael Casey 
Associated Press 

PLYMOUTH, N.H. — Bound¬ 
ing onto a stage at a conference 
center in New Hampshire, tech 
entrepreneur Andrew Yang 
beamed a smile to a cheering 
crowd and launched into his pitch 
for votes heading into Tuesday’s 
first-in-the nation primary. 

Yang didn’t mention his poor 
showing in Iowa, his back-of-the- 
pack polling in New Hampshire 
or the fact his campaign recently 
laid off an undisclosed number 
of people. Instead, he recalled a 
conversation he had in Washing¬ 
ton in which he was told that he 
needed to “create a wave in other 
parts of the country and bring 
that wave crashing down on our 
heads in D.C.” 

“I said, ‘Challenge accepted,”’ 
Yang said of his decision to run for 
president. “Here we are, Plym¬ 
outh, and you are that wave.” 

Yang is among a handful of 
candidates who are polling in the 
single digits as New Hampshire’s 
primary nears. He joins Colo¬ 
rado Sen. Michael Bennet, for¬ 
mer Massachusetts Gov. Deval 
Patrick, billionaire activist Tom 
Steyer and Hawaii Rep. Tulsi 
Gabbard near the bottom of most 
surveys. For most of them, a poor 
showing on Tuesday could force 
them to rethink their campaigns. 

Only Yang and Steyer qualified 
for Friday’s presidential debate. 

Rather than dwelling on po¬ 
tential disappointment, these 
candidates are soldiering on with 
scores of town halls and house 
parties, as well as breakfasts and 
dinners with supporters. It’s all 
in service to the idea that New 
Hampshire voters might surprise 
the pundits. 

Speaking on the sidelines of a 
University of New Hampshire 
event on college costs, Bennet 
claimed that he had spent more 
time in New Hampshire than any 
other candidate and was hoping to 
finish third or fourth. He was in 
the midst of a tour that included 
50 town halls and a rally Saturday 
in Manchester with Democratic 
operative James Carville. 

He also picked up an endorse¬ 
ment from Democratic Rep. 
Jared Golden of Maine, the first 
member of Congress to endorse 
Bennet in his campaign for 
president. 

“There is the opportunity in 
New Hampshire, especially after 
such a muddled result in Iowa, to 
sort of start the race anew.” Ben¬ 
net told reporters. “It’s very im¬ 
portant, very important to do well 
in New Hampshire. It’s vital for 
me.” 

Patrick, who entered the race 
late, said that a six-day, 1,000- 
mile bus tour demonstrated that 



Andrew Yank is among the 
candidates who are polling in 
the single digits ahead of New 
Hampshire’s primary. 

there were plenty of undecided 
voters up for grabs. He reached a 
wider audience with a CNN town 
hall Thursday night, where he 
acknowledged that he needed “to 
beat expectations here. 

“Almost all the people I met are 
still undecided, and I think what 
that means is that people aren’t 
satisfied with the rest of the field,” 
Patrick said. “I’m not surprised 
by that. When they hear someone 
who has actually delivered on an 
agenda that others are just talk¬ 
ing about or that they have plans 
for, when they hear what it takes 
to deliver those progressive out¬ 
comes, we are winning support.” 

For Steyer, getting his mes¬ 
sage out meant braving snow 
and freezing rain to greet UPS 
workers arriving to a Manches¬ 
ter warehouse Thursday. He was 
asked how long he would remain 
in the race. 

“I’m going stay in the race be¬ 
cause I think I’m going to win,” 
he said. 

Asked what he was doing to 
stay competitive in New Hamp¬ 
shire when he barely registers in 
polls, Steyer didn’t mention New 
Hampshire in his answer, instead 
focusing on his support in other 
states where he’s doing better. 

“I don’t know what that poll 
is, but I know in South Carolina, 
Nevada, that I’m doing really 
well,” he said. “I’m going to put 
together the kind of diverse co¬ 
alition it’s going to take both to 
win this nomination, to represent 
this country and to beat Donald 
Trump in November.” 

Gabbard has devoted much of 
her time to campaigning in New 
Hampshire, but was unable to say 
recently exactly how many staff¬ 
ers she has in the state. 

Her unconventional approach 
has the feel of an insurgent as 
the top tier largely skipped New 
Hampshire last month. She was 
planning scores of town halls over 
the weekend, but was a no-show 
at the UNH event Thursday. 

“I don’t know the punditry of 


By Tali Arbel 

Associated Press 

NEW YORK — Trump admin¬ 
istration officials, increasingly 
intent on preventing Chinese 
global technological domination, 
keep floating the idea that the 
United States government should 
take a more direct hand in run¬ 
ning next-generation 5G wireless 
networks. 

But the notion isn’t terribly 
popular — not even within the 
administration. 

On Thursday, Attorney Gen¬ 


eral William Barr said that the 
U.S. government should consider 
taking a “controlling stake” in 
the European companies Nokia 
and Ericsson to thwart the global 
ambitions of China-based Hua- 
wei, which holds a leading share 
of the market for 5G wireless 
equipment. The federal govern¬ 
ment could do so directly or via 
a consortium of U.S. companies 
and private investors, Barr said. 

The backlash didn’t take long. 
In an interview on CNBC Friday, 
Vice President Mike Pence said 
that “the best way forward” on 


5G relies on private enterprise, 
not government takeovers. The 
Federal Communications Com¬ 
mission, which regulates the na¬ 
tion’s airwaves, already plans to 
auction off additional radio spec¬ 
trum for 5G. 

“That’s the plan the president 
has endorsed,” Pence said. Later 
on Friday, Trump economic ad¬ 
viser Larry Kudlow also argued 
against the idea, telling reporters 
at the White House that “the U.S. 
government is not in the business 
of buying companies, whether 
they’re domestic or foreign.” 
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Biden faces competition for biack vote in S.C. 



By Meg Kinnard 
Associated Press 

COLUMBIA, S.C. — Joe Biden 
is facing increasingly formidable 
competition in South Carolina, a 
state his campaign has long as¬ 
sumed was safely in his column 
and one that he’s repeatedly de¬ 
scribed as a “firewall” in his bid 
for the Democratic presidential 
nomination. 

Vermont Sen. Bemie Sanders 
and billionaire activist Tom Stey- 
er are challenging the former 
vice president’s standing in South 
Carolina. The Feb. 29 primary is 
the first contest in the South on 
the 2020 election calendar and 
serves as an important gauge of 
black support. 

Sanders has generated enthu¬ 
siasm from younger black voters 
in South Carolina. That could 
help him avoid a repeat of his 
dismal showing in the 2016 pri¬ 
mary, when African Americans 
overwhelmingly backed Hillary 
Clinton. 

Steyer, meanwhile, is flood¬ 
ing the airwaves with millions of 
dollars in ads, making numerous 
visits and building a robust or¬ 
ganizing staff It appears to have 
paid off His support grew sig¬ 
nificantly in a Fox News poll last 
month, consistent with a steady 
momentum of endorsements that 
began in the final weeks of 2019. 

Steyer is also seizing on Biden’s 
fourth-place finish in last week’s 
Iowa caucuses to undermine 
Biden’s argument that he is best 
positioned to defeat President 
Donald Trump. That’s impor¬ 
tant because many black voters 


in South Carolina have said they 
would back Biden because they 
view him as the most electable 
candidate in a crowded field. 

“The presumptive front-run¬ 
ner, who was leading in the na¬ 
tional polls by 20 or something at 
one point, basically had a really 
bad night,” Steyer told The As¬ 
sociated Press. “That means that 
his firewall in South Carolina 
doesn’t exist. That means that 
really this race is going to come 
down to who can build a national, 
diverse coalition.” 

Biden was on top in a January 
Fox News survey of South Caro¬ 
lina voters, and polling suggests 


his standing among black voters 
remains steady. He has compiled 
the most endorsements from 
black lawmakers and other offi¬ 
cials, and he’s tied with Sanders 
for the most supporters among the 
state’s Legislative Black Caucus. 

But with his Iowa disappoint¬ 
ment and the middling results 
expected in Tuesday’s New 
Hampshire primary, Biden will 
probably need a commanding vic¬ 
tory by the time the Democratic 
contest reaches South Carolina. 
Any shifts in voter sentiment 
could narrow a hoped-for win or, 
in a nightmare scenario, relegate 
him to second place, threatening 


the viability of his campaign. 

With three weeks to go, there 
are warning signs. 

The campaign was caught off 
guard in January when Dalhi 
Myers, a Columbia lawyer who is 
vice chair of the Richland County 
Council, switched her support 
from Biden to Sanders. 

“What’s best for all of us is 
electrifying enough people... who 
will go to the polls,” said Myers, 
who is black. “I don’t think hon¬ 
estly that Joe Biden can electrify 
the 400,000 African Americans 
in the state of South Carolina.” 

Travis Lincoln, a 44-year-old 
from Charleston, attended Biden’s 


first rally in Columbia last May 
and said he was “all in” for the 
former vice president. But as the 
primary approaches, Lincoln said 
that he has shifted his backing to 
tech entrepreneur Andrew Yang. 

“Although I have enormous 
respect for Biden, I have been 
disappointed in his lack of empa¬ 
thy” on issues such as assistance 
for veterans or a criminal jus¬ 
tice overhaul, Lincoln said. “I’ve 
grown weary of politicians. The 
same old formula will not defeat 
Trump.” 

State Rep. Ivory Thigpen, a 
member of the Legislative Black 
Caucus who has endorsed Sand¬ 
ers, said that Sanders is the only 
candidate who has made genuine 
strides to foster connections with 
South Carolina’s black voters in¬ 
stead of relying on past support. 

“The African American vote 
cannot be taken for granted,” 
said Thigpen. “Just the idea that 
we are a firewall, that our vote is 
already cemented.... I won’t go so 
far as to say it’s offensive, but I 
think it might be misconceived.” 

Biden’s aides remain confident 
in his chances in South Carolina. 
Paige Hill, Biden’s South Caro¬ 
lina spokeswoman, said, “We’ve 
always known that the results of 
the first early voting states were 
not going to determine what hap¬ 
pens here. 

“And at the end of the day, no 
one in this race can or should win 
the nomination without proving 
they have sweeping support from 
African American voters,” she 
said. “Vice President Biden is the 
only candidate who has already 
done so.” 


Unique Ill. privacy law leads to $500M Facebook deal 



Ben Margot/AP 


A sign at Facebook headquarters in Menlo Park, Calif. Facebook has 
agreed to a $550 million settlement of a class-action lawsuit that 
accuses it of violating the rights of millions of Illinois users. 


By Kathleen Foody 
Associated Press 

CHICAGO — Adam Pezen, 
Carlo Licata and Nimesh Patel 
are among millions of people who 
have been tagged in Facebook 
photos at some point in the past 
decade, sometimes at the sug¬ 
gestion of an automated tagging 
feature powered by facial recog¬ 
nition technology. 

It was their Illinois addresses, 
though, that put the trio’s names 
atop a lawsuit that Facebook re¬ 
cently agreed to settle for $550 
million, which could lead to pay¬ 
outs of a couple hundred dollars 
to several million Illinois users of 
the social networking site. 

The lawsuit — one of more than 
400 filed against tech companies 
big and small in the past five 
years, by one law firm’s count 
— alleges that Facebook broke 
Illinois’ strict biometric privacy 
law that allows people to sue com¬ 
panies that fail to get consent be¬ 
fore harvesting consumers’ data, 
including through facial and fin¬ 
gerprint scanning. Privacy advo¬ 
cates hail the law as the nation’s 
strongest form of protection in the 
commercial use of such data, and 
it has survived ongoing efforts by 


the tech industry and other busi¬ 
nesses to weaken it. 

Attorneys who focus on privacy 
law predict that the Facebook 
settlement — if approved by a 
federal judge — will trigger a 
new round of lawsuits and make 
the targets of existing ones more 
likely to settle. Illinois’ legal land¬ 
scape could also shape debates 
over privacy protection in other 
states and in Congress. 

“We’re going to see a lot of con¬ 
stituents saying, ‘Why not me?”’ 
said Jay Edelson, a Chicago at¬ 
torney whose firm first sued 
Facebook for allegedly breaking 
Illinois’ law. “This settlement, 
it’s going to really make the point 
that having laws on the books is 
the difference between people 
getting to go to court and getting 
real relief, and otherwise just 
getting trampled by these tech 
companies.” 

Although the buying and sell¬ 
ing of consumer data has become 
a multi-billion-dollar industry, Il¬ 
linois’ law — the Biometric Infor¬ 
mation Privacy Act — predates 
even Facebook’s iconic “like” fea¬ 
ture and was a reaction to a single 
company’s flop. 

Pay By Touch, a startup that 
teamed with grocery stores to 


offer fingerprint-based payments, 
had gone bankrupt and was ex¬ 
pected to auction off its assets, 
including its database of users’ in¬ 
formation. Worried about where 
that user data would wind up, Illi¬ 
nois lawmakers quickly passed a 
law in 2008 requiring companies 
to get consent before collecting 
biometric information and to cre¬ 
ate a policy specifying how that 
information will be retained and 
when it will be destroyed. 

For years, “literally nothing 
happened,” said John Fitzgerald, 
a Chicago attorney and author of 
a book on the law that is due out 
this year. He couldn’t find any re¬ 
cord of a case filed before 2015. 

Edelson’s firm and others that 
focus on class-action suits were 
first, accusing Facebook of failing 
to meet Illinois’ standard in mul¬ 
tiple lawsuits filed in 2015. The 
three Illinois men fronting the 
class-action suit against Facebook 
said they were never told that the 
site’s photo tagging system used 
facial recognition technology to 
analyze photos then create and 
store “face templates.” 

The state’s Chamber of Com¬ 
merce and tech industry groups 
have backed amendments to gut 
Illinois’ allowance of individual 


lawsuits or exempt time-keeping 
systems. 

Illinois’ law puts “litigation over 
innovation,” said Tyler Diers, the 
Illinois and Midwest executive 
director of the industry group 
TechNet, whose members include 
Apple, Facebook and Google. 

“This case exemplifies why 
consumer privacy law should em¬ 
power state regulators to enforce 
rather than line the pockets of 
class action attorneys,” Diers said 
in a statement. 


Attorneys who defend smaller 
companies argue that the law 
should be narrowed to permit 
the use of fingerprint scanners to 
track employees’ hours. 

“Small and medium-size busi¬ 
nesses really do not have the re¬ 
sources to defend these cases or 
pay some big settlement,” said 
Mary Smigielski, a partner at 
Lewis Brisbois Bisgaard & Smith 
and a co-leader of the firm’s 
group focused on Illinois’ biomet¬ 
ric law. 
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Oregon assesses damage as flood waters recede 


By Andrew Selsky 

Associated Press 

SALEM, Ore. — Waters cover¬ 
ing roads in flood-hit northeastern 
Oregon were starting to recede 
Saturday, allowing residents who 
spent the night in shelters to re¬ 
turn and assess the damage, a 
Red Cross official said. 

Residents in the foothills of the 
Blue Mountains in northeast Or¬ 
egon had to be airlifted by from 
their flooded homes by helicop¬ 
ter and even were taken out in a 
front-end loader as rain and melt¬ 
ing snow caused rivers to crest 
their banks. Lower-income neigh¬ 
borhoods in Pendleton, a town of 
16,000, were hit, damaging mo¬ 
bile homes, authorities said. 

Seventeen evacuees spent Fri¬ 
day night at the Red Cross shel¬ 
ter in the Pendleton Convention 
Center, and numerous people 
dropped off blankets, pillows and 
other comfort items, said Nadine 
McCrindle, the Red Cross execu¬ 
tive director for central and east¬ 
ern Oregon. Another eight people 
stayed at a shelter in Walla Walla, 


Washington. 

“They’ll be able to go to their 
homes and see what is left, if any¬ 
thing, and see what the damage 
is,” McCrindle said. 

The rain had stopped on Satur¬ 
day morning, but more was fore¬ 
cast before sunny weather came 
on Sunday. The National Weather 
Service said flood warnings re¬ 
mained in effect. 

On Saturday, National Guard 
troops, working with the Umatilla 
County Sheriff’s Office, used two 
helicopters to evacuate 21 people 
who were stranded by the floods. 

“A total of 16 people were evac¬ 
uated from the Bingham Road 
area. Five people were evacuated 
from the Mill Creek area,“ the 
Umatilla Flood Joint Information 
Center said in a statement. More 
evacuations were planned for 
Sunday, the center said. 

Many roads in Umatilla Coun¬ 
ty, where Pendleton is the county 
seat, were still closed because of 
high water or damage, the county 
sheriff’s office said Saturday on 
Facebook. On Friday, 26 people 
were evacuated by Umatilla 


County Search and Rescue, most¬ 
ly from unincorporated commu¬ 
nities east of Pendleton, with air 
support provided by the National 
Guard, the sheriff’s office said. 

The Umatilla River crested just 
before 10 p.m. Thursday at more 
than 19 feet, nearly four times the 
average height for that date. Riv¬ 
ers all around the region overran 
their banks. 

Oregon Gov. Kate Brown de¬ 
clared a state of emergency in 
Umatilla, Wallowa and Union 
counties late Friday, allowing mo¬ 
bilization of the National Guard. 

Further north, thousands of 
Puget Sound Energy customers 
lost power as a cold front moved 
through western Washington Fri¬ 
day evening. 

Also in Washington state, flood 
warnings have been lifted for the 
Snohomish River near Monroe, 
Issaquah Creek and the Carbon 
River near Fairfax, KOMO-TV 
reported. However, many roads 
remain closed by landslides, 
flooding and fallen trees across 
much of King, Snohomish, Pierce, 
Thurston and Lewis counties. 



Ben Lonergan, East Oregonian/AP 


Chantel Fuller watches as water floods her home Thurday in Thorn 
Hollow outside of Adams, Ore. 



Rogelio V. Solis/AP 


A bouquet of carnations rests aside a tree outside the charred 
remains of a fatal fire that claimed the lives of a mother and six 
children Saturday in Clinton, Miss. 


House fire claims lives of 7 
Mississippi family members 


Associated Press 

CLINTON, Miss. — A mother 
and her six children died when 
a fire destroyed their home early 
Saturday in central Mississippi, 
authorities said. 

The father was the lone survi¬ 
vor of the 12:30 a.m. blaze in Clin¬ 
ton, a city of about 26,500 people 
just outside the capital city of 
Jackson. He tried unsuccessfully 
to save family members and suf¬ 
fered smoke inhalation, burns, 
cuts and bruises, city spokesman 
Mark Jones told The Associated 
Press. 

He was taken to a local hospital 


but “wanted to stay at the scene,” 
Jones said. 

Officials later released a hst of 
those killed: Brittany Presley, 33, 
and her children Landon Brook¬ 
shire, 15; Lane Presley, 13; Law- 
son Presley, 12; Grayson Presley, 
6; Malcom Presley, 4; and Felicity 
Presley, 1. 

Brittany Presley was an ele¬ 
mentary school teacher, the Can¬ 
ton Public School District said in 
a statement on Facebook. 

“Mrs. Presley was a team lead¬ 
er who was a good, nurturing, and 
loving teacher who gave her all 
for her students. Her compassion¬ 
ate heart and giving spirit will 


forever live on in the hearts of the 
countless lives she touched,” the 
district wrote. 

The scene at the house later in 
the day was one of devastation. 
The charred remains of the single¬ 
story wood frame house partially 
covered with melted siding could 
be seen along with the remains of 
an SUV in the burned-out garage. 
Clothes, toys and furniture were 
strewn on the yard in the after- 
math of firefighters’ fighting the 
blaze. Burglar bars could be seen 
in the windows or, in some cases, 
on the lawn. It was not immedi¬ 
ately known if they had hindered 
escapes from the fire. 


Same gunman implicated in two attacks on NYPD officers 


Associated Press 

NEW YORK — A gunman 
walked into a police station in the 
Bronx and started shooting early 
Sunday, wounding an officer just 
hours after he shot a different of¬ 
ficer in a patrol van. 

The same gunman was re¬ 
sponsible for the back-to-back 
shootings. New York City Police 
Commissioner Dermot Shea said 
Sunday at a press conference. 

“For the second time in less 
than 12 hours, NYPD officers 
have been targeted specifically,” 
Shea said. 

Shea said the gunman walked 
into the headquarters of the 41st 
police precinct shortly before 8 
a.m., firing off bullets. A male of¬ 
ficer was shot once in the upper 
left arm. That officer returned 


fire, but did not hit the suspect. 

Shea, who described the sus¬ 
pect as a “coward,” said the gun¬ 
man laid down once he ran out of 
bullets. The suspect, whose name 
has not been released, was taken 
into custody. 

He has a lengthy rap sheet and 
was paroled from prison in 2017 
after an attempted murder con¬ 
viction, Shea said. 

The shooting inside the pre¬ 
cinct headquarters came just 
hours after another attack in the 
same section of the Bronx, involv¬ 
ing the same suspect. 

Two officers narrowly escaped 
with their lives when a gunman 
fired into their patrol van just be¬ 
fore 8:30 p.m Saturday. 

The officer at the wheel of the 
van was grazed in the chin and 


neck, but he avoided serious in¬ 
jury. He was expected to released 
from the hospital Sunday. Police 
Commissioner Dermot Shea said 
at a late night news conference 
that the attack “should outrage 
all New Yorkers.” 

New York Gov. Andrew Cuomo 
said in a tweet Sunday he was 
“horrified by the multiple at¬ 
tacks” on police. 

“NY’s law enforcement officers 
put their lives on the line every 
day to keep us safe. These attacks 
are heinous,” Cuomo wrote. 

Mayor Bill de Blasio, a Demo¬ 
crat, condemned the back-to-back 
attacks. 

“This was an attempt to assas¬ 
sinate police officers. We need to 
use that word,” de Blasio said at 
the Sunday press conference. 


The two uniformed officers, 
partners for eight years and 
friends since middle school, 
were sitting in their van with 
emergency lights activated 
when a man approached them 
and engaged them in conversa¬ 
tion, Shea said. 

The man asked the officers for 
directions, then pulled out a gun 
“without provocation,” the com¬ 
missioner said. The man fired 
multiple shots, striking the offi¬ 
cer behind the wheel. Shea said 
the officer’s carotid artery nar¬ 
rowly avoided injury. 

Neither officer returned fire. 
The officer’s partner drove him 
to a hospital nearby. Shea called 
both officers “heroic” for their 
composure and said their long as¬ 
sociation made for “an amazing 
story.” 



New York Police Department/AP 


The man the New York 
Police Department sought in 
connection with a police involved 
shooting is seen on surveillance 
video. 
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'Everybody's friendly, everybody's high' 


Marijuana tour 
buses are rolling 
through Chicago 

By Robert McCoppin 

Chicago Tribune 

CHICAGO — For her birthday, 
one of Mary Biekert’s daughters 
asked for something she’d never 
gotten before: a marijuana tour of 
Chicago. 

So there was Biekert on a re¬ 
cent Saturday night, with her 
two adult daughters in a pri¬ 
vate smoking lounge in the city 
where a tour bus had dropped 
them off, getting lessons in how 
to roll a joint and smoke a bong. 
The daughters, who live near St. 
Louis, had brought their own pot 
after spending three hours in line 
to buy from a licensed store in 
downstate Collinsville. 

Their mother had never got¬ 
ten high before, and never had 
the desire to try. But she recently 
had enjoyed using CBD, a compo¬ 
nent of marijuana that doesn’t get 
users high, for joint pain and anx¬ 
iety. “Things are so different now 
since they legalized it,” she said, 
“so I figured I might as well.” 

The tour guide, a rapper named 
Infinite, showed the ladies the 
proper way to smoke a bong, 
which resembles a large, verti¬ 
cal glass pipe filled with water to 
cool the smoke. He warned that 
the high would be pretty intense, 
then congratulated them: “Now 
that’s how you hit a bong!” 

Biekert inhaled a small amount, 
said, “I’m good,” when offered 
more, and cracked up when 
her daughter told a story about 
singeing off her eyebrows while 
smoking. 

Such is the somewhat surreal 
new world of cannabis tourism in 
Chicago. Opponents of marijuana 
legalization dread the spread 
of pot buses, fearing they will 
promote intoxication and cause 
problems similar to those that 
have sometimes accompanied al¬ 
cohol party buses. Downplaying 
such concerns, a business called 
Loopr operated its inaugural tour 
Jan. 25, transporting a limo bus 
full of the pot experienced and 
weed curious through downtown 
for a short night of well-behaved 
partying. 

The tour company eventually 
plans to offer visits to marijuana 
shops and grow houses in the Chi¬ 
cago area, but the lines at dispen¬ 
saries often are too long with too 
little product, and state regulators 
have allowed very little access to 
cultivation centers. 

So for now, Loopr takes passen¬ 
gers on a short bus ride to a con¬ 
dominium on the Near West Side. 
The condo offers couches and 
tables, bongs and pot grinders, 
along with coffee and tea, but no 
alcohol or pot, leaving passengers 
to bring their own stash. 

The 16 guests on the inaugural 
tour relaxed in the lounge and 
talked while passing a pipe or a 



Photos by Chris Sweda, Chicago Tribune/TNS 


Alyssa Cortez, left, of Park Ridge and Alyssa Rhone of Oak Forest have a laugh in the West Loop during 
a Loopr Chicago Nightlife Tour in Chicago last month. 



Alyssa Cortez, 23, watches as Infinite rolls a marijuana Joint. 


joint, and enjoying the novelty of 
sharing in a newly legal experi¬ 
ence. The state law that legalized 
pot beginning this year states that 
it may not be smoked in public, 
but Loopr considers the lounge 
a private space. The law prohib¬ 
its smoking in a motor vehicle, so 
no consumption is allowed on the 
bus. 

City and state officials say a 
commercially operated smok¬ 
ing lounge must be in a licensed 
cannabis or tobacco shop, so any 
other location would not comply 
with the law, but how they enforce 
that remains to be seen. 

The $55, three-hour tour start¬ 
ed with passengers gathering 
at the city’s iconic Water Tower. 
Once on the bus, the sightseeing 
emcee Infinite put a cannabis 
twist on the typical city tour, sug¬ 
gesting Stoners may have started 
the Chicago Fire, and describ¬ 
ing the Cloud Gate sculpture as a 
giant marijuana bean and Willis 
Tower as big enough for 4 million 
pot plants. 

As a local piece of trivia, the 
smoking lounge also had what 
was purported to be a signed 


Weber grill that served as a foot¬ 
ball helmet for the lion sculptures 
outside the Art Institute when 
the Chicago Bears won the Super 
Bowl in 1986. 

Most of those taking the tour 
live in the Chicago area. They had 
not come for sightseeing, but rath¬ 
er for what still felt to some like a 
countercultural experience. 

Susan Michaels, a 37-year-old 
retail manager from Highland 
Park, basked in the “good vibe” 
with her friends. 

“I’m happy to see this is offered 
in Chicago,” she said. “I don’t un¬ 
derstand how alcohol has been 
legal all this time and cannabis 
hasn’t, when it’s so much safer.” 

Once the passengers left the 
laid-back lounge and took the bus 
to the nearby Emporium Arcade 
Bar in Fulton Market, some felt a 
shock entering the noisy, crowded 
saloon, with one passenger re¬ 
marking on the “alcohol culture.” 

Some passengers had a drink 
and left quickly, while others 
stayed and took the tour bus back 
to their starting point. 

“It sounded like a good idea, to 
get high and not to have to deal 



A Loopr branded lighter 
stands by as people indulge in 
marijuana at a private residence 
in the West Loop. 

with traffic,” said Alyssa Rhone, 
28, of Oak Forest. “Everybody’s 
friendly, everybody’s high, and in 
a great mood.” 

A competing Chicago business. 
Paint and Puff Class, also offers 
tours, as well as painting lessons 
at which patrons may bring their 
own marijuana to smoke and ex¬ 
plore their artistic muse. 

Those who opposed marijuana 
legalization, such as Kevin Sabet, 
former White House drug adviser 
and now president of Smart Ap¬ 
proaches to Marijuana, are equal¬ 
ly dubious about pot tourism. 

“The bus tours and smoking 
lounges are all part of the indus¬ 
try’s playbook to normalize a sub¬ 
stance they want to make money 
from,” he wrote in an email. “It’s 
Big Tobacco all over again.” 

Jennifer Taylor, spokeswoman 
for Opt Out in Naperville, which 
opposes marijuana commercial¬ 
ization, worried that the same 
kinds of problems that have at 
times plagued alcohol party buses 
in Chicago, including shootings, 
illegal drugs and lesser violations, 
could occur with weed tours. 

“You’re creating this party cul¬ 
ture,” she said. “Our kids have 
so many issues and vices facing 
them. This is another one.” 

While marijuana bus tours are 
not specifically regulated, smok¬ 


ing lounges are. The state agency 
that regulates recreational canna¬ 
bis sales, the Illinois Department 
of Financial and Professional 
Regulation, warned that such a 
smoking lounge may not comply 
with state law. 

A spokesman issued this state¬ 
ment: “Any consumption of can¬ 
nabis must follow the guidelines 
set out in the legislation — can¬ 
nabis may not be consumed in 
public spaces, and any on-site 
consumption may only occur at 
licensed dispensaries and retail 
tobacco stores as authorized by 
local governments.” 

A cannabis store in Springfield 
has been licensed to operate a 
consumption area, but other dis¬ 
pensaries and tobacco stores have 
not yet been approved. 

City of Chicago spokesman Pat¬ 
rick Mullane said officials were 
trying to educate business opera¬ 
tors on the law: “The city contin¬ 
ues to work with the local elected 
officials, community members 
and industry experts to develop 
smart and effective regulations 
as cannabis expands in Chicago. 
As part of this process, we are 
committed to building more op¬ 
portunities for new entrepre¬ 
neurs while educating consumers 
and ensuring businesses follow 
the rules.” 

When asked about marijuana 
consumption areas Friday, Chica¬ 
go Mayor Lori Lightfoot said she 
was “worried” about pot buses. 
She proposed further crafting 
laws to address the issue, saying, 
“We’ve got to give people a safe 
place to consume.” 

Loopr officials maintain they 
are following state law by allow¬ 
ing consumption only in a private 
dwelling, only by adults 21 and 
older, and not on the bus or in 
public. 

They said they’d have their 
lawyer talk with state and city 
officials. 

Bryan Spatz, co-founder of 
Loopr, grew up in north subur¬ 
ban Glencoe and is a 1996 gradu¬ 
ate of New Trier High School. He 
worked in real estate develop¬ 
ment for years, and leaped at the 
chance to participate when Colo¬ 
rado legalized commercial sales 
of cannabis in 2014. 

“This is my generation’s unique 
opportunity,” he said, “in the way 
that the dot-com bubble was for 
the previous generation.” 

Lacking the money to start a 
cultivation warehouse, he and his 
friend Hal Taback decided to pur¬ 
sue the ancillary business of can¬ 
nabis tourism. 

The concept was so successful 
in Denver, they later expanded 
to Los Angeles. But LA officials 
essentially banned on-board con¬ 
sumption effective this year, so 
the company stuck to bring-your- 
own tours of famous landmarks 
there like the Hollywood Walk 
of Fame and Venice Beach, and 
are bringing a similar concept to 
Chicago. 

Initial tours in Chicago were 
booking up fast, Spatz said. He 
hopes to start tours of dispensa¬ 
ries as soon as they have more 
product and shorter lines. 
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The puck stops here 


People play street hockey on Pennsylvania Avenue near the White House in Washington, on Saturday. 

THE CENSUS 

The number of retweets it took for James Elmes, 21, 
M M M M to locate the owner of a purse he found sitting on a 
II curb in New Orleans’s French Quarter. The Michael Kors 
purse, which Saarah Yob, 23, of Florida lost on her trip to 
the city, contained no wallet or identification but instead 
some money, a necklace, and her GoPro camera. Elmes posted photos from the 
camera on Twitter in the hope that someone might recognize its owner. Before 
returning the purse, he even took time to snap some new photos for her. 


agreed to pay $483,000 to settle The family left their luggage 


Man finds urn filled 
with ashes at Goodwill 

11 PEORIA — A thrift-store 
I L find in Illinois has prompt¬ 
ed its buyer to find the person to 
whom it rightfully belongs — and 
might not know it’s even gone. 

Robert Ray spotted what was 
labeled a figurine in a Peoria 
Goodwill store. Upon closer in¬ 
spection, he recognized it was 
actually an um, with ashes still 
inside, The (Peoria) Journal Star 
reported. 

Ray said he bought the $2.99 
jar, decorated with a military- 
style flag and eagle, with the in¬ 
tention of finding the owner. 

Ray hopes someone realizes 
the urn is mistakenly donated 
and contacts the newspaper 

Emergency services 
care for lost guinea pig 

WT ST. JOHNSBURY — A 
w I guinea pig found on 
a Vermont street was taken to 
the local police department for 
safekeeping. 

The furry creature was found 
by a pedestrian walking down 
Railroad Street, Cpl. George 
Johnson told the Caledonian 
Record. 

Firefighter Phil Hawthorne 
said that if no owner comes for¬ 
ward, the guinea pig should be¬ 
come a resident of the firehouse. 
Det. Daniele Kostruba also volun¬ 
teered to take the creature home 
as a pet. 

The animal, dubbed Harvey by 
dispatcher Karen Montgomery, 
was given food, water and a box 
to stay in. 

‘Straw Hat Bandit’ gets 
71-year sentence 

n A PHILADELPHIA — A 
man dubbed the “Straw 
Hat Bandit” for the distinctive 
disguises he donned while rob¬ 
bing numerous banks in the Phil¬ 
adelphia area over a nine-year 
period is headed back to prison. 

Richard Boyle, 60, of Plum- 
stead, was sentenced to 71 years 
in prison for the most recent rob¬ 
beries he committed. Those rob¬ 
beries came after he was released 
from prison for another string of 
bank robberies. 

Boyle’s crimes netted him more 
than $500,000 overall, much of 
which was laundered through his 
photography business, authori¬ 
ties have said. He frequently hid 
his identity with various hats and 
disguises and often made decoy 
emergency calls aimed at slowing 
down police. 

Woman recants claim 
pet store killed her dog 

ly I FLEMINGTON — A 
J woman whose dog died 
during a grooming at a PetSmart 
store in New Jersey is now apolo¬ 
gizing for blaming the store for 
the death. 

Danielle DiNapoli dropped off 
her bulldog, Scruffles for groom¬ 
ing at the Flemington store in 
2017. Within an hour, the store 
called her to say the dog had 
died. 

DiNapoli publicly blamed the 
store’s grooming staff for the 


death and started a Facebook 
page — “Justice for Scruffles” — 
to publicize what had happened. 
The death soon generated wide 
interest on social media, and nu¬ 
merous protests and other events 
were staged over several months. 

A necropsy determined that 
the dog’s death was not related to 
the grooming but was caused by 
preexisting health issues. 

Plaque marking site of 
slave auctions missing 

WA CHARLOTTESVILLE 
w r\ —A plaque marking the 
site of slave auctions was reported 
missing and vandalism was found 
nearby in a Virginia city where a 
deadly white nationalist rally was 
held in 2017. 

An employee with WVIR-TV 
told police that one of the two 
markers in Charlottesville’s 
Court Square had been removed, 
and the city confirmed the 
disappearance. 

A light pole nearby was marked 
with “1619,” which was writ¬ 
ten with what appears to be dirt 
from beneath the location of the 
marker, a news release said. The 
number signifies the first year 
Africans were brought to Virgin¬ 
ia as slaves. 

Police said that it was unclear 
whether the sidewalk plaque was 
taken “for protection” or if it was 
stolen. 

Eatery pays $483,000 
in wage theft case 

lAf A SEATTLE — A ven- 
WW^% erable restaurant in 
Seattle’s Pike Place Market has 


wage theft allegations. 

The Seattle Office of Labor 
Standards announced the settle¬ 
ment with Lowell’s Restaurant. 

Officials said Lowell’s, which 
has been open in one of the city’s 
top tourist attractions since 1957, 
withheld wages as well as sick and 
safe leave time from 186 workers, 
including former employees. 

The city alleged that the res¬ 
taurant failed to provide meal 
breaks and rest time to workers 
and failed to consistently provide 
paid sick and safe time. 

Man finds missing 
ashes at bus stop 

lyW LAS VEGAS —A miss¬ 
is W ing box filled with the 
ashes of a woman was recovered 
in Nevada by a passerby a week 
after the box and other luggage 
were taken from a Las Vegas 
hotel, authorities said. 

Ohio brothers Dan and Colten 
Dalton were in Las Vegas last 
week with their grandmother to 
pick up the ashes of their mother 
Terra Dalton, 45, who died while 
vacationing in the city earlier in 
the month, The Las-Vegas Re¬ 
view Journal reported. 


with the bell desk at the hotel be¬ 
fore deciding to pass the time be¬ 
fore their flight home with a walk 
down The Strip, they said. 

The family lost the baggage 
tag along the walk and they re¬ 
turned to the hotel to discover the 
luggage and ashes were missing, 
Colton Dalton said. 

The ashes were found on a bus 
stop bench by Eric Maxwell, a 
Medford, Ore., boutique shop 
owner. 

Neighbor kills man 
while trying to save him 

Ail A ADAMS — A man 
I w was shot and killed in 

his apartment by a crossbow bolt 
that a neighbor had fired at dogs 
who were attacking the man, au¬ 
thorities in Massachusetts said. 

The death appears to be ac¬ 
cidental, according to Berk¬ 
shire District Attorney Andrea 
Harrington. 

The neighbor heard a commo¬ 
tion and the victim shouting for 
help, authorities said. 

He stood at the bottom of a 
stairwell and fired his crossbow, 
which he was licensed to own 
and used for hunting, at a dog on 


the landing, Harrington said at a 
news conference. 

The bolt struck the dog with a 
glancing blow, went through the 
door and hit the man in the room 
where he was trying to barricade 
himself, she said. The neighbor 
who fired the arrow is a “good 
Samaritan” who is cooperating 
with the investigation, the district 
attorney’s office said. 

The dogs showed aggression to¬ 
ward responding police officers, 
who shot and killed both. 

Brother, sister charged 
for weed conspiracy 

IWIO K^^SAS city — A 
I w I sister and brother 
were sentenced for their roles in 
a marijuana distribution ring that 
involved mailing marijuana from 
Colorado to Missouri. 

Natalie McNeil, 34, of Lee’s 
Summit and Tanner McNeil, 30, 
of Denver, were in federal court 
in Missouri. 

Natalie McNeil was sentenced 
to four years and three months 
without parole and ordered to for¬ 
feit $121,000 to the government. 
Tanner McNeil was sentenced to 
2.5 years and ordered to forfeit 
just over $1 million. 

Tanner McNeil and Benjamin 
Parker, 29, of Denver, shipped 
the marijuana to co-conspirators 
in Missouri in sealed packages 
inside plastic protein containers, 
prosecutors said. 

Natalie McNeil deposited cash 
in the bank accounts of Tanner 
McNeil and Parker in Missouri. 
The men then withdrew the 
money from Colorado banks. 

From wire reports 
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As new cases fall, 
virus death toll 
surpasses SARS 



Vincent Yu/AP 


Passengers from the cruise ship World Dream docked at Kai Tak cruise terminal leave the ship after be 
quarantined for the coronavirus in Hong Kong, on Sunday. 


By Joe McDonald 

Associated Press 

BEIJING — China’s virus 
death toll rose by 89 on Sunday 
to 811, passing the number of fa¬ 
talities in the 2002-2003 SARS 
epidemic, but fewer new cases 
were reported in a possible sign 
its spread may be slowing as 
other nations stepped up efforts 
to block the disease. 

Some 2,656 new coronavirus 
cases were reported in the 24 
hours ending at midnight Satur¬ 
day, most of them in the central 
province of Hubei, where the first 
patients fell sick in December. 
That was down by about 20% from 
the 3,399 new cases reported in 
the previous 24-hour period. 

“That means the joint control 
mechanism of different regions 
and the strict prevention and 
control measures have worked,” 
a spokesman for the National 
Health Commission, Mi Feng, 
said at a news conference. 

Also Sunday, new cases were 
reported in Japan, South Korea, 
Vietnam, Malaysia and Spain. 

More than 360 cases have been 
confirmed outside mainland 
China. 

“Dramatic reductions” in the 
spread should begin this month if 
containment works, said Dr. Ian 
Lipkin, director of Columbia Uni¬ 
versity’s Center for Infection and 
Immunity. He assisted the World 
Health Organization and Chinese 
authorities during the outbreak 
of SARS, or severe acute respira¬ 
tory syndrome. 

Warmer weather will reduce 
the virus’s ability to spread and 


bring people out of enclosed spac¬ 
es where it is transmitted more 
easily, Lipkin said in an online 
news conference. However, he 
said, if new cases spike as people 
return to work after the Lunar 
New Year holiday, which was 
extended to reduce the risk of 
spreading the virus, then “we’ll 
know we’re in trouble.” 

The fatality toll passed the 
774 people believed to have died 
of SARS, another viral outbreak 
that originated in China. The 
total of 37,198 confirmed cases of 
the new virus vastly exceeds the 
8,098 sickened by SARS. 

The latest developments: 

■ Japan, South Korea, Viet¬ 
nam, Malaysia and Spain report 
new cases: Six more cases were 
reported in Japan among 3,700 
passengers and crew aboard the 
quarantined cruise ship Diamond 
Princess. 

South Korea reported a new 
case in a 73-year-old woman 
whose relatives visited Guang¬ 
dong province in southern China, 
raising its total to 27. The Korea 
Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention said the family mem¬ 
bers, a 51-year-old South Korean 
man and a 37-year-old Chinese 
woman, were confirmed infected 
later Sunday. 

Vietnam reported its 14th case. 
The Health Ministry said she is a 
55-year-old woman in Vinh Phuc 
province, northwest of Hanoi, 
where six earlier patients were 
found to be infected. 

Malaysia reported its 17th case. 
The 65-year-old woman’s son-in- 
law was diagnosed earlier with 
the virus. 


Spain confirmed its second 
case in Mallorca, a popular vaca¬ 
tion island in the Mediterranean. 
The first case was a German 
tourist diagnosed a week ago in 
the Canary Islands off northwest 
Africa. 

■ Hong Kong releases quaran¬ 
tined cruise ship: The 1,800 pas¬ 
sengers and 1,800 crew members 
of the cruise ship Dream World 
were released from quarantine 
after Hong Kong authorities 
said tests of the crew found no 
infections. 

The ship was isolated after 
eight mainland Chinese passen¬ 
gers were diagnosed with the dis¬ 
ease last month. 

Port official Leung Yiu-hon said 
some passengers with symptoms 
tested negative but there was no 
need to test all of them because 
they had no contact with the in¬ 
fected Chinese passengers. 

■ Wuhan opens new hospital, 
farmers promised support: A 
1,500-bed hospital built in two 


weeks in Wuhan, the city at the 
center of the outbreak, accepted 
its first patients on Saturday, the 
government announced. Another 
1,000-bed hospital built in 10 days 
opened last week. 

The government of the city of 
11 million people said it would 
begin carrying out twice-daily 
disinfection of hospitals, markets, 
public toilets and other facilities 
starting Sunday. 

The government of the sur¬ 
rounding province of Hubei it will 
pay subsidies to farmers, other 
food producers and supermarkets 
and give tax breaks to companies 
that donate to anti-virus work, 
the official Xinhua news agency 
said. It said the government will 
subsidize overtime for employees 
of companies making medical 
supplies. 

China’s leaders are trying to 
keep food flowing to crowded 
cities despite anti-disease con¬ 
trols and to quell fears of possible 
shortages and price spikes fol¬ 


lowing panic buying after most 
access to Wuhan and nearby cit¬ 
ies was cut off 

Two more flights from Wuhan 
carrying American citizens, per¬ 
manent residents and close rela¬ 
tives landed in the United States, 
the State Department said. A 
spokesman said more than 800 
Americans have been evacuated 
from Wuhan. 

A charter flight carrying Fili¬ 
pinos from Wuhan arrived in the 
Philippines. The 29 adults and 
one infant will be quarantined for 
14 days. 

■ World Health Organization 
sending experts: The WHO di¬ 
rector-general said it will send 
experts to China starting Monday 
or Tuesday. 

Asked whether that will include 
members of the U.S. Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention, 
Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus 
replied, “We hope so.” 


Spain, UK see new virus cases as French look for carriers in Alps 



Joe Giddens, PA/AP 


Items are offloaded Saturday at Kents Hill Park Training and 
Conference Centre, ahead of the repatriation to the UK of the latest 
coronavirus evacuees who are due to land at RAF Brize Norton on 
Sunday, in Milton Keynes, England. 


By Barry Hatton 
Associated Press 

LISBON, Portugal — The UK. 
confirmed its fourth case of the 
new virus from China and Spain 
reported its second case as Euro¬ 
pean authorities pressed Sunday 
to contain the spread of the coro¬ 
navirus by hunting down those 
who came into contact with in¬ 
fected people. 

Both the new cases were ac¬ 
quired during trips to France, of¬ 
ficials said. 

French medical authorities 
were zeroing in on a ski resort 
in the Alps where five British 
citizens, including a 9-year-old 
child, contracted the virus. Of¬ 
ficials were testing hundreds of 
children and their families in 
Contamines-Montjoie. 

Italian health authorities in 
Tuscany, meanwhile, were trying 


to re-trace the steps of a Taiwan¬ 
ese couple who stayed four days 
in a Florence hotel. They flew to 
Hong Kong and then to Taiwan on 
Feb. 1 and were later confirmed 
to have the virus. 

The new U.K. case is a known 
contact of a previously confirmed 
case there, the country’s Chief 
Medical Officer Professor Chris 
Whitty said, adding that “experts 
... continue to work hard tracing 
patient contacts.'' 

In Britain, a plane evacuating 
more than 200 people from the 
Chinese city at the center of the 
epidemic landed Sunday at RAF 
Brize Norton. British officials said 
it brought back 105 British citi¬ 
zens and family members, as well 
as 95 European citizens and fam¬ 
ily members. In a carefully co¬ 
ordinated ballet of secure planes 
and buses, those passengers were 
distributed around Europe. 


The British passengers were 
taken to a hotel-conference center 
in Milton Keys, where they will be 
quarantined for 14 days. 

Some 20 people from Germany 
on the British flight were taken to 
Berlin, to be tested and quaran¬ 
tined at a hospital for two weeks. 
Another 17 European evacuees 
were flown to Berlin and were 
being transported on to Luxem¬ 
bourg, the Netherlands, Austria 
and Romania on special flights. 

Thirty-five French citizens on 
the British flight were flown to 
southern France and were imme¬ 
diately taken into quarantine. 

Eight Italians on the British 
flight were flown to Italy by the 
Italian air force and were trans¬ 
ferred to a Italian military hos¬ 
pital in Rome to be quarantined. 
Aboard the same flight to Italy 
were also seven Danes, three 
Swedes and two Greeks. 
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Gunman kills, wounds dozens at Thailand mall 



By Sakchai Lalit 

And Tassanee Vejpongsa 
Associated Press 

NAKHON RATCHASIMA, 
Thailand — A soldier angry about 
a land dispute went on a 16-hour 
shooting rampage in northeast¬ 
ern Thailand, killing at least 26 
people and wounding dozens 
more. 

Police and military personnel 
hunted the gunman overnight in 
a shopping mall where he had 
holed up and shot him dead Sun¬ 
day morning. It was Thailand’s 
biggest mass shooting carried out 
by a single gunman. 

Officials said the soldier was 
angry over a financial dispute, 
first killing two people on a mili¬ 
tary base and then went on a 
far bloodier rampage Saturday, 
shooting as he drove to the mall 
where shoppers fled in terror. 

Authorities said Sgt. M^. 
Jakrapanth Thomma was behind 
the attack in Nakhon Ratchasima, 
a hub for Thailand’s relatively 
poorer and rural northeastern 
region. Much of the shooting 
took place at Terminal 21 Korat, 
an airport-themed mall filled 
with colorful Lego sculptures, a 
merry-go-round and huge rep¬ 


licas of landmarks from around 
the world. 

“This incident was unprec¬ 
edented in Thailand,” Prime 
Minister Prayuth Chan-ocha told 
reporters as he gave the final tally 
Sunday morning after visiting the 
wounded in hospitals. 

“I hope this is the only one and 
the last incident, and that it never 
happens again. No one wants this 
to happen. It could be because of 
this person’s mental health in this 
particular moment,” he said. 

Prayuth said he was worried 
that people inside the mall could 
be accidentally hit by bullets 
fired by police, but added, “I have 
checked, that didn’t happen.” 

Defense Ministry spokesman 
Kongcheep told Thai media the 
first person killed was the com¬ 
manding officer of the 22nd Am¬ 
munition Battalion, in which the 
suspect also served. He said the 
gunman fired at others at his base 
and took guns and ammunition be¬ 
fore fleeing in an army Humvee. 

City and neighborhood police 
officers, who asked not to be iden¬ 
tified because they were not au¬ 
thorized to release information, 
said the man fired shots as he 
drove to the mall. Thai Rath tele¬ 
vision aired mall security camera 


footage showing a man with what 
appeared to be an assault rifle. 
The man also posted updates 


to his Facebook page during the 
rampage. “No one can escape 
death," read one post. Another 


asked, “Should I give up?“ In 
a later post, he wrote, “I have 
stopped already.” 
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FACES 

Judge rules that 
Kesha defamed 
producer in text 

From wire reports 


Netflix/AP 

Keegan-Michael Key is pictured in a scene from the Netflix film “Dolemite Is My Name,” a project that allowed him to flex his drama 
muscles and to work with one of his heroes, Eddie Murphy. 

Keegan-Michael Key still making people laugh 

By Gary Gerard Hamilton 

Associated Press 


Less than a week after Kesha re¬ 
leased her latest album, the pop star 
received bad news in her legal battle 
with the music producer she accused 
of sexual assault. 

In 2014, Kesha, whose full name is 
Kesha Rose Sebert, sued her produc¬ 
er over verbal abuse and an alleged 
sexual assault. He countersued the 
singer for defamation. 

On Thursday, the dispute took a 
turn as a New York judge delivered a 
powerful blow to the 32-year-old mu¬ 
sician, who recently released “High 
Road” to glowing 
reviews for its party 
anthems. 

New York Su¬ 
preme Court Judge 
Jennifer G. Schect- 
er ruled that Kesha 
defamed her pro¬ 
ducer, Lukasz “Dr. 

Luke” Gottwald, in a private text 
message to Lady Gaga. TTie 2016 text 
said Kesha and fellow pop star Katy 
Perry had been raped by “the same 
man,” referring to Gottwald. Perry 
later testified in a deposition that she 
had never been raped by Gottwald. 
Even though the false statement 
appeared only in a private text, the 
judge still ruled it defamatory. 

“There is no evidence whatsoever 
that Gottwald raped Katy Perry or 
that Katy Perry, whose sworn testi¬ 
mony is unrefuted, must not be be¬ 
lieved,” Schecter wrote in her deci¬ 
sion. “Moreover, publication of a 
false statement to even one person, 
here Lady Gaga, is sufficient to im¬ 
pose liability.” 

The decision resolved only a small 
part of the case. Kesha’s other alle¬ 
gations about 46-year-old Gottwald, 
including that he drugged her at a 
party in 2005 and sexually assaulted 
her, will be evaluated by a jury as the 
case moves forward. 

“We disagree with the Court’s rul¬ 
ings,” Kesha’s legal team said in a 
statement to E! News in response to 
Thursday’s decision. “We plan to im¬ 
mediately appeal.” 

Stones taking tour 
to some neglected cities 

The Rolling Stones are returning 
to North American cities where they 
haven’t played in years. 

The band announced Thursday 
that it will kick off a 15-city leg of its 
No Filter tour in San Diego on May 
8. Other cities where the band will 
perform for the first time in a while 
include Cleveland; St. Louis; Austin, 
Texas; Louisville, Ky.; Charlotte, 
N.C.; Tampa, Fla.; and Vancouver, 
British Columbia. The band will also 
perform in Minneapolis; Dallas; De¬ 
troit; Pittsburgh; Nashville and Buf¬ 
falo, N.Y The shows will end July 9 
with a concert in Atlanta. 

The Stones’ tour through North 
America last year was postponed 
after Mick dagger had heart sur¬ 
gery, but the band rescheduled those 
dates and returned triumphantly to 
the road with a show in Chicago. An¬ 
other of the rescheduled shows fea¬ 
tured the announcement that NASA 
had named a tiny tumbling stone 
spotted on the Martian surface after 
the band. 


K eegan-Michael Key is tran¬ 
sitioning out of over-the-top 
comedies to focus more on dra¬ 
matic films, and for him, it’s no 
laughing matter. 

“We’ve been moving in a little bit of a 
new direction, where it’s a Keegan with a 
little more gravitas and a Keegan that still 
does humor, but it’s not as slap-sticky or 
goofy,” said the former “Key & Peele” star. 
“Keegan that’s trying to have a career that’s 
a bit more nuanced or maybe a little more 
dangerous or a little more scary. So I can 
flex those old muscles.” 

His acting physique was first worked out 
at the University of Detroit Mercy, where 
he earned a bachelor’s in 1993 followed by 
a master’s at the University of Pennsylvania 
State in 1996. He describes his comedic ca¬ 
reer as a detour from his original path, but 
now he’s back on the road again. 

“I had a little bit of anxiety when I did a 
production of Hamlet with Oscar Isaac off 
Broadway a couple of years ago here (in 
New York City). And there was a little bit of 
trepidation to begin with. And then it was 
like riding a bike — it was like being back in 
drama school,” said the Emmy winner. “So 
it’s full steam ahead in this new direction.” 

During the past few years, he’s worked 
himself back into drama shape, culminating 
in a huge 2019: he starred in the hit Netflix 
series “Friends from College,” provided ex¬ 
tensive voice-over work for huge animated 
and live action films such as “Toy Story 4” 
(playing Ducky alongside his “Key & Peele” 
partner, Jordan Peele, as Bunny) and “The 
Lion King” (as Kamari the hyena). But his 
standout moment was for his role as Jerry in 
2019’s acclaimed “Dolemite Is My Name” 


starring Eddie Murphy. 

“Getting to work with Eddie Murphy has 
been one of the greatest one experiences of 
my career, because it’s very surreal to have 
an opportunity to work with a hero — to 
work with a person who got you into the 
business. And what you do is you find your¬ 
self on set going like, ‘OK, is today the day 
that I’m going to tell Eddie that he changed 
my life?”’ he said with a smile. “What do 
you tell a person other than you inspired me 
to do what I do? You could just as easily say 
you inspired me to be here today with you. 
My career took this path, and now I’m here 
with you.” 

Although Key is focused more on seri¬ 
ous roles, he’s still making folks laugh on 
NatGeo’s rebooted “Brain Games.” It’s 
a fun show that explores how the human 
brain processes and interprets information 
through challenges and games in front of a 
live audience. Celebrity guests such as Tif¬ 
fany Haddish and married couple Kristen 
Bell and Dax Shepard join him throughout 
the season, along with cameos from stars 
such as his former TV partner Peele and 
legend Tom Hanks. 

“I am a self-proclaimed blerd,” as in black 
nerd. Key said. “I am one of those guys who 
sits around and reads books on neurobiol- 


but focusing on drama 

ogy, something that I just find fascinating. I 
am legitimately fascinated by how the brain 
works and why we do the things we do, and 
also things that we do that we don’t know 
we’re doing on a subconscious level — fasci¬ 
nating to me, and I can’t get enough of it.” 

He cautions viewers not to worry — al¬ 
though they’ll be learning, they’ll definitely 
be laughing as well. 

“It’s another one of these things where 
it’s like the eternal task of trying to make 
science fun — we did it. We did it on Brain 
Games,” he said with a laugh. “Entertained 
is one thing (but) I also want to make sure 
that people understand that they’ll be fasci¬ 
nated. And I think that’s an aspect of enter¬ 
tainment and being entertained.” 

In the meantime, as Key pursues dramat¬ 
ic roles, he’s refusing to limit himself 

“Let’s do action. I want to be the next 
Jason Bourne. I’ll be a villain in a Bond 
movie — I’d be more than happy to. And as 
I’m getting to explore other parts of my life 
and do new things. I’m ready for it. I’m ready 
for the challenge,” said an excited Key. “I 
just finished making a musical — I sing and 
dance in a musical. So why not this? Why not 
an action movie or three action movies or 10 
action movies or a franchise? You know, got 
to dream big. Gotta dream big.” 


I had a little bit of anxiety when I did a production of 
Hamlet with Oscar Isaac off Broadway a couple of years 
ago ... And there was a little bit of trepidation to begin 
with. And then it was like riding a bike — it was like 
being back in drama school. ’ 

Keegan-Michael Key 

Actor and former co-star of “Key & Peele” on his return to drama 
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56 Corn spike 

57 Ballot markings 

58 Trusty horse 

59 Corp. execs 

DOWN 

1 Be sick 

2 Hit CBS series 

3 Ambulance 
letters 

4 Burst 

5 Mercurial 

6 Hitter’s stat 

7 Itty-bitty 

8 Takes the helm 

9 Tangy desserts 
lOTwistable cookie 
11 Homer’s son 

16 — Aviv 

20 “The Wizard of 
Oz” author 

21 Nitwit 


22 Singer Guthrie 

23 Attorney’s tablets 

27 Greek consonant 

29 First lady of scat 

30 Tara of 
“Sharknado” 

32 Bailiwick 

34 Augment 

37 Texas city 

39 Provided at 
no cost 

42 Handed out 
hands 

44 New Deal agcy. 

45 Big-screen 
format 

46 Constructed 

50 Golfer Michelle 

51 Gun the engine 

52 Spigot 

53 Decade parts 
(Abbr.) 


Answer to Previous Puzzle 


ACROSS 

1 Top card 
4 Salon jobs 
9 High tennis shot 

12 Doctrine 

13 Planet’s path 

14 Epoch 

15 Suggested 
retail cost 

17 Mai de — 

18 Ecol. watchdog 

19 Start the 
computer again 

21 “Swan Lake,” 
e.g. 

24 North African 
port 

25 Metal source 

26 Chips go-with 
28 Terrific 

31 Gymnast Korbut 
33“Evita” narrator 

35 Marathon fraction 

36 Plank 
38 Business mag 
40Yalie 
41 Starring role 
43 “What a 

shame ...” 

45 Pierce 

47 Music booster 

48 Goat’s cry 

49 Backyard fete 

54 Annex 

55 Wonderland 
visitor 

2-10 CRYPTOQUIP 

WOTYRSUEYO WSPPNEYJV SE 

JDM LOWYRYW WSOBJ XDMUM 

VSN XYTT MEWSNEJMU TSJB 

SR OLMB: BOE BYPYOE. 

Saturday’s Cryptoquip: IF YOU COMPLAIN 
BITTERLY ABOUT AN INFERIOR BANISTER 
MANUFACTURER, ARE YOU RAILING AGAINST IT? 
Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: W equals C 
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By Bobby Ghosh 

Bloomberg Opinion 

T he Kremlin’s denizens could be for¬ 
given for thinking they’re hearing 
some muffled chuckling coming 
from the direction of Washington. 
Because Trump administration officials 
must be feeling some schadenfreude as 
they watch their counterparts in Moscow 
wrestle with a quandary all too familiar 
at the Pentagon and Foggy Bottom: How 
do you solve a problem like Recep Tayyip 
Erdogan? 

The more philosophically minded Rus¬ 
sian officials may concede that turnabout 
is fair play: For several years now, they 
were the ones pointing and giggling as 
Turkey’s president strained his country’s 
ties with the U.S., deploying bellicose rhet¬ 
oric against — and provocative behavior 
toward — American allies, from the Kurds 
in Syria, Israel and Greece to Egypt and 
the United Arab Emirates. 

The Russians got more than just satisfac¬ 
tion from Erdogan’s truculence toward the 
U.S. President Vladimir Putin exploited 
the situation to weaken the North Atlantic 
Treaty Organization and to secure lucra¬ 
tive business deals with Turkey, from the 
sale of military hardware to gas pipelines. 

To preserve his status as Erdogan’s 
new best friend, Putin indulged the Turk¬ 
ish leader’s regional and international 
ambitions. Following the example of two 
American presidents, Barack Obama and 
Donald Trump, Putin feigned deafness at 
Erdogan’s belligerent rhetoric against Rus¬ 
sian allies, like the Syrian dictator Bashar 
Assad and the Libyan strongman Khalifa 


By Gabby Deutch 
Special to The Washington Post 

A mid rising medical costs and proc¬ 
lamations by Democratic presi¬ 
dential candidates that America’s 
health care system needs an over¬ 
haul, a website called Courier Newsroom 
published a story last month with a rare 
positive spin on the problem. The article 
suggested that Rep. Abby Finkenauer, an 
Iowa Democrat who unseated a Republican 
incumbent in 2018, had succeeded in bring¬ 
ing federal dollars to a community health 
clinic in her district. 

Courier Newsroom was created in No¬ 
vember with the goal, its founders said, of 
restoring trust in the media by building 
“local reporting infrastructure in states 
across the U.S.” Courier Newsroom Edi¬ 
tor in Chief Lindsay Schrupp wrote in a 
column that the news organization wants 
to unite Americans over shared truths: 
“If local news disappears, so does our 
democracy.” 

A news organization investing in local 
journalism seems like a welcome develop¬ 
ment, right? 

Maybe not. In reality. Courier News¬ 
room is a clandestine political operation, 
publishing, among other things, positive 
stories about moderate Democrats who 
face difficult reelections in November. 
Courier’s main backer is Acronym, a lib¬ 
eral dark-money group that has invested 
heavily in Democratic digital advertising 
and campaign technology — including 
Shadow Inc., the tech company behind the 
app that was supposed to report the results 
of last Monday’s Iowa caucuses. Its failed 
app aside. Acronym has already laid the 
groundwork to have an outsize impact on 
the 2020 elections. 

Through a $25 million investment in Cou¬ 
rier and affiliated sites in six battleground 
states. Acronym aims to reshape the digi¬ 
tal media ecosystem by taking advantage 


Haftar. 

The Russian leader has even grinned 
and borne it when Erdogan’s actions foiled, 
or at least greatly complicated, his own 
ambitions. A Turkish military invasion of 
northwestern Syria has nixed any hope in 
Moscow that Assad would be able to re¬ 
assert control over the country. Turkish 
troops and mercenaries now stand in the 
way of Khalifa’s seizure of Tripoli. 

And, just as Erdogan has thumbed his 
nose at Washington by embracing those 
who chant “Death to America” — whether 
the regime in Tehran or the leadership 
of Hamas and the Muslim Brotherhood 
— Erdogan has now cocked a snook at 
Moscow with the incantation, “Slava, 
Ukraine! ” at his recent visit to Kyiv. “Glory 
to Ukraine” has become a slogan of resis¬ 
tance to Russian hegemony since Putin’s 
2014 annexation of Crimea. Moscow and 
its mouthpieces claim it is a Nazi chant. 

The Russians are discovering, as Ameri¬ 
cans and Europeans have before, that with 
Erdogan, matters are always coming to 
a head, accompanied with threats to end 
alliances. 

Putin now finds himself at the receiv¬ 
ing end. In a recent phone call, Erdogan 
warned that Turkey would react “in the 
harshest way” if Turkish troops in Syria 
came under more attacks from Assad’s 
forces. And of course, he has warned that 
the Russo-Turkish relationship could split 
over Syria. 

Blood has now been shed on both sides. 
Assad’s forces have stepped up attacks on 
Turkish positions in Idlib, killing several 
Turkish troops. Russia says some of its 


of Americans’ trust in local journalism. 
Unlike some sources of partisan disinfor¬ 
mation, Courier stories are generally fact- 
based. Courier discloses its connection 
to Acronym but provides no information 
about the group or its donors, who remain 
anonymous due to Acronym’s nonprofit 
status. Because it obscures its funders and 
agenda. Courier’s “news” operation leads 
to the same result as conspiracy theories 
or outright lies: Readers are deceived. 

Acronym’s founder, Tara McGowan — a 
campaign strategist and former digital di¬ 
rector of Democratic super PAC Priorities 
USA — has made her goals clear: “Demo¬ 
crats are losing politically because they 
have invested in reaching the wrong au¬ 
diences through the wrong mediums and 
formats at the wrong times,” she wrote in 
2017. Courier, as she sees it, is one way for 
Democrats to up their digital game. 

This faux news site has a strategic niche: 
pumping up moderate Democrats elected 
to Congress in 2018 in Republican-lean¬ 
ing districts. NewsGuard — a nonpartisan 
organization where I work that reviews 
the credibility of hundreds of news sites 
— found more than 30 stories published in 
the site’s brief existence that covered these 
Democrats in a positive light. We could 
identify no similar articles published about 
congressional Republicans. 

High-profile liberal Democrats like Rep. 
Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez, of New York, 
are rarely covered by Courier and the site 
has devoted practically no attention to the 
Democratic presidential contest. You will 
find very little on divisive topics like race, 
abortion and immigration. Courier instead 
focuses on issues championed by moder¬ 
ate Democrats in swing districts: assisting 
farmers, lowering drug prices and sup¬ 
porting veterans. “Rep. Lauren Under¬ 
wood defying legislative expectations for a 
freshman,” reads a typical headline, which 
accompanied a story touting the accom¬ 


soldiers have been killed in attacks from 
Turkish positions. Hundreds of Syrians, 
soldiers and civilians alike, have been 
killed in the escalated fighting, and tens 
of thousands have been forced to flee the 
area, creating a new refugee crisis. 

Putin’s options with Erdogan are limit¬ 
ed. Turkey is potentially a mqjor economic 
partner for Russia — the two leaders want 
trade between the two countries, currently 
at around $30 billion, to rise to $100 bil¬ 
lion. Turkey’s membership is crucial to 
Russia’s hopes of sustaining multilateral 
organizations in the Caucasus and Central 
Asia. And of course, Putin wants to stoke 
NATO’s uncertainty over Turkey’s com¬ 
mitment to the alliance. 

Erdogan knows all of this. If his dealings 
with the U.S. and Europe are any guide, 
he will keep pushing Russia for conces¬ 
sions, in Syria and Libya — and who knows 
where else. 

Can Washington take advantage of the 
situation, as Russia did when Turkey’s 
ties to the U.S. frayed? Perhaps, but that 
would require Putin to push back against 
Erdogan, and the Turkish leader to show 
some interest in returning to the Western 
fold. We’re not there yet. If we do get to that 
point, the U.S. would have to display diplo¬ 
matic craft of a high order — higher than 
it has demonstrated in recent years — to 
bring Erdogan in from the cold. 

For now, though, American officials can 
quietly revel in Putin’s discovery of what it 
means to be Erdogan’s friend. 

Bobby Ghosh Is a columnist and member of the 

Bloomberg Opinion editorial board. He writes on 
foreign affairs, with a speciai focus on the Middle 
East and the wider Isiamic worid. 


plishments of the Illinois congresswoman 
on issues including suicide prevention. 

Underwood tweeted the story, garnering 
a combined 2,000 likes and retweets. Cou¬ 
rier subjects like Reps. Anthony Brindisi, 
of New York, and Abigail Spanberger, of 
Virginia, regularly share these laudatory 
articles, but they don’t need to. Courier 
pays to put these stories in voters’ Face- 
book feeds. 

Courier does not earn revenue from ads 
or reveal its donors, but it has somehow 
spent hundreds of thousands of dollars on 
targeted Facebook ads to ensure that, say. 
Rep. Harley Rouda’s constituents in Cali¬ 
fornia see Courier Newsroom’s flowery 
articles about his accomplishments. One 
such Facebook ad launched last Monday. 
With an investment of less than $200 for 
the ad. Courier reached more than 15,000 
Californians. 

Democrats are not the only party to 
try this tactic: A conservative network 
founded by tea party activists has sites 
called TheMichiganStar.com and Tennes- 
seeStar.com. States Newsroom, a network 
with sites in 15 states, was launched with 
the backing of the Hopewell Fund, another 
liberal dark-money group. 

A news release Courier posted when it 
launched said the site would “combat rising 
misinformation online.” But the solution to 
political misinformation is not a different, 
more tech-sawy form of political misin¬ 
formation. A more honest explanation is 
that Courier and Acronym are exploit¬ 
ing the widespread loss of local journal¬ 
ism to create and disseminate something 
we really don’t need: hyperlocal partisan 
propaganda. 

Gabby Deutch is the Washington correspondent 
for NewsGuard, a New York-based nonpartisan 
organization that reviews news sites to combat 
misinformation. 


Is it local journalism, or just local propaganda? 
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SCOREBOARD/HIGH SCHOOL 


Sports 
on AFN 


Go to the American Forces 
Network website for the most 
up-to-date TV schedules. 

myafn.net 


AT&T Pebble Beach Pro-Am 

Saturday 

Pebble Beach, Calif. 
p-Pebble Beach Golf Links (Host 
Course); 6,816 yards; Par 72 
s-Spygiass Hiii Goif Course; 7,035 yards; 
Par 72 

m-Monterey Peninsuia CC; 6,958 yards; 
Par 71 

Purse; $7.8 miiiion 
Third Round 


Nick Taylor 
Phil Mickelson 
Jason Day 
Matt Every 
Kevin Streelman 
Peter Malnati 
Lanto Griffin 
Dustin Johnson 
Chari Schwartzel 
Matt Jones 
Scott Piercy 
Patrick Cantlay 
Max Homa 
Kurt Kitayama 
Brian Gay 
Aaron Baddeley 
Cameron Champ 
Viktor Hovland 
Matthew NeSmith 
Matt Kuchar 


63m-66p-69s-198 -17 
68s-64m-67p-199 -16 
67m-64p-70s-201 -14 
70p-66s-68m-204 -11 
69s-67m-68p-204 -11 
70p-69s-66m-205 -10 
67s-68m-71p-206 -9 
69s-65m-72p-206 -9 
67m-66p-73s-206 -9 
68p-73s-65m-206 -9 
68m-66p-72s-206 -9 
66s-69m-72p-207 -8 
67s-69m-71p-207 -8 
69s-69m-69p-207 -8 
72s-68m-68p-208 -7 
68m-69p-71s-208 -7 
71m-66p-71s-208 -7 
70s-68m-70p-208 -7 
68p-71s-69m-208 -7 
70p-71s-68m-209 -6 


Matthew Fitzpatrick 71p-70s-68m-209 -6 


Tim Wilkinson 
Wyndham Clark 
Harry Higgs 
Daniel Berger 
Paul Casey 
John Senden 
Kevin Chappell 
Chez Reavie 
Sean O’Hair 
Chris Baker 


69p-70s-70m-209 -6 
68s-71m-70p-209 -6 
66m-69p-74s-209 -6 
70s-69m-70p-209 -6 
71s-65m-73p-209 -6 
71s-71m-67p-209 -6 
68s-67m-74p-209 -6 
67m-69p-73s-209 -6 
73s-65m-71p-209 -6 
69m-64p-76s-209 -6 


Victoria Open 


LPGA Tour 
Sunday 
At Geeiong, Australia 
Beach Course: 6,625 yards, par-72 
Creek Course: 6,307 yards, par-73 
Third and fourth rounds piayed on 
Beach Course 
Purse: $1.1 miiiion 
Final 

x-Park won on fourth playoff hole 

x-Hee Young Park, $165,000 68-68-72-73-281 
Hye-Jin Choi, $90,049 69-68-75-69-281 

So Yeon Ryu, $90,049 71-70-68-72-281 

Leona Maguire, $52,861 69-69-74-70-282 

Linnea Strom, $52,861 66-69-76-71-282 

Su Oh, $33,050 73-68-74-68-283 

Robyn Choi, $33,050 70-65-77-71-283 

Minjee Lee, $33,050 69-67-74-73-283 

Christina Kim, $24,288 67-70-77-70-284 

Alena Sharp, $24,288 68-69-70-77-284 

Victoria Open 

European Tour 

At Geelong, Australia 
Beach Course: 6,778 yards, par-72 
Creek Course: 6,940 yards, par-72 
Third and fourth rounds played on 
Beach Course 
Purse: $1.1 million 

Min Woo Lee, Australia 66-67-68-68-269 
Ryan Fox, New Zealand 67-71-69-64-271 
Marcus Fraser, Australia 70-65-69-70-274 
Robin Sciot-Siegrist, France 66-64-76-68-274 
Travis Smyth, Australia 65-67-72-70-274 
Jake McLeod, Australia 
Darren Beck, Australia 
Ashley Hall, Australia 
Sam Horsfield, England 
a-Jed Morgan, Australia 


a-jeu iviuiyctii, MUSLiaiia 

Sami Valimaki, Finland 


65- 68-76-67-276 

69- 70-69-69-277 
67-68-71-71-277 

70- 67-73-67-277 

66- 67-74-70-277 
69-69-70-69-277 


College hockey 


Saturday’s scores 

EAST 

Arizona St. 3, Bentley 0 
" ' ' ’ -ic 2, Brown 2, OT (tie) 


Quinnipiac di uwi■ w 
Canisius 1, Air Force 0 
Cornell 4, Colgate 1 
Niagara 4, Mercyhurst 2 
UMass Lowell 4, Merrimack 3 
New Hampshire 2, Vermont 1 
UMass 5, Providence 1 
RIT 3, Robert Morris 3, OT (tie) 
Clarkson 2, St. Lawrence 0 
Yale 5, Princeton 3 

SOUTH 

Alaska 3, Ala. Huntsville 0 

MIDWEST 

Bowling Green 4, Alaska Anchorage 1 
Michigan 5, Wisconsin 3 
Mich. Tech 4, Lake Superior St. 3, OT 
Michigan St. 4, Minnesota 2 
Minn. Duluth 4, Omaha 1 
Minnesota St. 1, N. Michigan 0 
Penn St. 6, Ohio St. 3 
W. Michigan 6, RPI 2 
WEST 

St. Cloud St. 2, Colorado College 2, OT 


College basketball 


Saturday’s men’s scores 

EAST 

American U. 72, Army 62 

Boston U. 77, Holy Cross 68 

Brown 72, Harvard 71 

Bryant 64, CCSU 60 

Colgate 67, Navy 60 

Cornell 73, Princeton 62 

Delaware 80, James Madison 78 

Georgetown 76, DePaul 72 

Hofstra 75, Northeastern 71 

Jacksonville 65, NJIT 54 

La Salle 83, Saint Joseph’s 66 

Lehigh 62, Lafayette 59 

Loyola (Md.) 78, Bucknell 65 

Maine 82, Binghamton 75 

Marshall 83, Louisiana Tech 79, OT 

New Hampshire 81, Stony Brook 64 

Penn 76, Columbia 67 

Penn St. 83, Minnesota 77 

Pittsburgh 73, Georgia Tech 64 

Rhode Island 82, George Washington 51 

Richmond 59, Fordham 53 

Robert Morris 61, Sacred Heart 58 

Seton Hall 70, Villanova 64 

St. Bonaventure 83, Duquesne 80 

St. Francis (Pa.) 85, Wagner 68 

St. Francis Brooklyn 70, Mount St. 

Mary’s 67 

Syracuse 75, Wake Forest 73 
Temple 97, SMU 90, OT 
Towson 76, Drexel 69 
UMBC 60, Mass.-Lowell 50 
Vermont 69, Hartford 68 
Yale 75, Dartmouth 57 
SOUTH 

Alabama 105, Georgia 102, OT 
Alabama St. 87, MVSU 74 
Appalachian St. 60, Texas State 57 
Auburn 91, LSU 90, OT 
Belmont 71, Austin Peay 63 
Bethune-Cookman 78, NC A&T 73 
Boston College 77, Virginia Tech 73, OT 
Campbell 79, Presbyterian 62 
Cent. Arkansas 82, McNeese St. 76, OT 
Charleston Southern 85, Hampton 72 
Charlotte 91, UTSA 84 
Chattanooga 84, Wofford 77 
Coastal Carolina 89, Texas-Arlington 75 
Duke 98, North Carolina 96, OT 
ETSU 73, Mercer 60 
East Carolina 81, Tulane 67 
Elon 72, Coll, of Charleston 65 
FlU 66, FAU 59 

Florida A&M 82, Howard 78, OT 
Florida St. 99, Miami 81 
Furman 82, W. Carolina 73 
Gardner-Webb 88, SC-Upstate 57 
Georgia Southern 86, La.-Lafayette 79 
Georgia St. 77, Louisiana-Monroe 69 
Grambling St. 66, Southern U. 62 
Jackson St. 86, Alcorn St. 57 
Jacksonville St. 75, UT Martin 61 
Kentucky 77, Tennessee 64 
Liberty 74, North Alabama 56 
Lipscomb 72, Kennesaw St. 66 
Louisville 80, Virginia 73 
Mississippi 68, Florida 51 
Mississippi St. 80, Vanderbilt 70 
Morgan St. 61, Md.-Eastern Shore 53 
Murray St. 73, Tennessee St. 65 
N. Kentucky 84, Detroit 65 
NC Central 68, Coppin St. 63 
Nicholls 88, Sam Houston St. 82 
Norfolk St. 85, Delaware St. 57 
North Florida 69, Florida Gulf Coast 60 
North Texas 71, UAB 64 
Old Dominion 72, UTEP 53 
Radford 81, High Point 70 
Rice 91, Middle Tennessee 83 
South Carolina 74, Texas A&M 54 
South Florida 75, Memphis 73 
UNC-Wilmington 70, William & Mary 64 
VMI 75, The Citadel 64 
W. Kentucky 75, Southern Miss. 72 
Winthrop 70, Longwood 68 
MIDWEST 

Akron 59, E. Michigan 58 
Bowling Green 85, Toledo 83 
Creighton 94, St. John’s 82 
Dayton 71, Saint Louis 65 
E. Illinois 71, Morehead St. 65 
Ill.-Chicago 71, Green Bay 58 
Illinois St. 74, Indiana St. 67 
Iowa 96, Nebraska 72 
Iowa St. 73, Kansas St. 63 
Michigan 77, Michigan St. 68 
Milwaukee 80, lUPUl 79, OT 
Missouri 83, Arkansas 79, OT 
N. Dakota St. 83, Oral Roberts 76 
N. Iowa 83, Drake 73 
New Mexico St. 67, UMKC 61 
Ohio 77, Miami (Ohio) 46 
Purdue 74, Indiana 62 
Rio Grande 75, Chicago St. 64 
S. Dakota St. 81, Nebraska-Omaha 64 
S. Illinois 68, Missouri St. 66 
SlU-Edwardsville 83, E. Kentucky 75 
South Dakota 82, North Dakota 68 
Tennessee Tech 62, SE Missouri 60 
W. Michigan 68, Ball St. 64 
Wright St. 83, Oakland 71 
Xavier 64, Providence 58 
Youngstown St. 67, Cleveland St. 55 
SOUTHWEST 

Abilene Christian 84, Lamar 49 
Alabama A&M 58, Ark.-Pine Bluff 54 
Baylor 78, Oklahoma St. 70 
Incarnate Word 82, SE Louisiana 75, OT 
Kansas 60, TCU 46 

Northwestern St. 93, Houston Baptist 

79 

Oklahoma 69, West Virginia 59 
Prairie View 69, Texas Southern 59 
Stephen F. Austin 81, New Orleans 74 
Texas Tech 62, Texas 57 
UALR 90, Arkansas St. 87 
FAR WEST 

Arizona St. 66, Southern Cal 64 
BYU 90, San Francisco 76 
CS Northridge 61, UC Riverside 59 
Cal Poly 79, Hawaii 75, OT 
Colorado 81, Stanford 74 
E. Washington 74, Montana St. 49 
Fort Wayne 70, Denver 63 
Gonzaga 90, Saint Mary’s (Cal) 60 
Grand Canyon 103, California Baptist 


New Mexico 97, Wyoming 68 
Oregon St. 63, Oregon 53 
Pacific 79, Pepperdine 78 
S. Utah 85, Portland St. 57 
Sacramento St. 63, Idaho St. 59 
San Diego 88, Portland 81, 20T 
San Diego St. 89, Air Force 74 
Seattle 87, Utah Valley 85, OT 
UC Davis 87, Cal St.-Fullerton 81 
UC Santa Barbara 64, UC Irvine 61 
UCLA 65, Arizona 52 
UNLV68, Fresno St. 67 
Utah 60, California 45 
Utah St. 70, Boise St. 61 
Weber St. 76, N. Arizona 70 

Saturday’s women’s scores 

EAST 

American U. 67, Army 62, OT 
Boston U. 62, Holy Cross 51 
Bryant 59, CCSU 47 
Bucknell 66, Loyola (Md.) 42 
Canisius 70, Fairfield 63 
Colgate 65, Navy 53 
Creighton 77, Providence 68 
Fordham 69, UMass 64 
Harvard 68, Brown 53 
Iona 70, Niagara 58 
Jacksonville 66, NJIT 54 
Lehigh 73, Lafayette 66 
Marist 74, Manhattan 53 
Monmouth (NJ) 59, St. Peter’s 57 
Mount St. Mary’s 67, St. Francis Brook¬ 
lyn 62 

Penn 63, Cornell 41 
Princeton 77, Columbia 55 
Robert Morris 67, Sacred Heart 38 
Siena 68, Quinnipiac 60 
Stony Brook 52, New Hampshire 50 
Toledo 78, Buffalo 62 
UMBC 65, Mass.-Lowell 52 
Vermont 62, Hartford 51 
Wagner 55, St. Francis (Pa.) 50 
Yale 67, Dartmouth 47 
SOUTH 

Alabama St. 66, MVSU 61 
Belmont 69, Austin Peay 46 
Bethune-Cookman 70, NC A&T 50 
Campbell 59, UNC-Asheville 52 
East Carolina 53, Houston 50 
FAU 64, FlU 61, OT 

Florida Gulf Coast 76, North Florida 65 
Gardner-Webb 70, Hampton 59 
Georgia Southern 80, Arkansas St. 67 
Georgia St. 58, UALR 43 
High Point 81, SC-Upstate 45 
Howard 82, Florida A&M 56 
Jackson St. 76, Alcorn St. 66 
Kennesaw St. 88, Lipscomb 60 
Louisiana Tech 60, Marshall 50 
Md.-Eastern Shore 71, Morgan St. 61 
Mercer 61, Furman 55 
NC Central 58, Coppin St. 44 
Norfolk St. 65, Delaware St. 57, OT 
North Alabama 86, Liberty 75 
Presbyterian 82, Longwood 77, OT 
Radford 64, Charleston Southern 40 
SE Louisiana 58, Incarnate Word 44 
Sam Houston St. 80, Nicholls 77 
South Alabama 73, La.-Monroe 39 
Southern U. 70, Grambling St. 51 
Tennessee St. 96, Murray St. 81 
Troy 67, Louisiana-Lafayette 64 
UNC-Greensboro 65, ETSU 45 
UT Martin 86, Jacksonville St. 72 
W. Carolina 61, Chattanooga 53 
W. Kentucky 81, Southern Miss. 65 
Wofford 69, Samford 63 
MIDWEST 

Ball St. 60, Akron 52 
Baylor 54, Kansas St. 40 
Cent. Michigan 99, Miami (Ohio) 87 
Detroit 58, Ill.-Chicago 52 
E. Illinois 67, Morehead St. 62, OT 
E. Kentucky 68, SlU-Edwardsville 38 
E. Michigan 83, W. Michigan 79 
lUPUl 89, Oakland 63 
Iowa St. 63, Oklahoma 59 
Loyola of Chicago 77, Evansville 47 
Milwaukee 65, Green Bay 60 
N. Illinois 92, Bowling Green 87, OT 
N. Kentucky 59, Youngstown St. 55 
Ohio 63, Kent St. 57 
Rio Grande 77, Chicago St. 68 
S. Dakota St. 69, Nebraska-Omaha 59 
SE Missouri 87, Tennessee Tech 72 
TCU 87, Kansas 74 
Valparaiso 61, Indiana St. 45 
Wright St. 75, Cleveland St. 73 
SOUTHWEST 

Abilene Christian 75, Lamar 49 
Alabama A&M 65, Ark.-Pine Bluff 52 
Appalachian St. 59, Texas State 47 
Cent. Arkansas 70, McNeese St. 49 
Charlotte 67, UTSA 47 
Cincinnati 73, SMU 58 
Coastal Carolina 80, Texas-Arlington 62 
Northwestern St. 54, Houston Baptist 

46 

Oklahoma St. 60, West Virginia 57 
Old Dominion 77, UTEP 69 
Prairie View 50, Texas Southern 47 
Rice 77, Middle Tennessee 60 
Stephen F. Austin 59, New Orleans 47 
UAB 51, North Texas 50 
FAR WEST 

Air Force 51, San Diego St. 49 

Cal Poly 61, Long Beach St. 41 

Cal St.-Fullerton 71, UC Riverside 61 

Denver 83, Fort Wayne 57 

Fresno St. 72, UNLV 58 

Grand Canyon 72, California Baptist 66 

Hawaii 63, UC Santa Barbara 51 

Idaho St. 75, Sacramento St. 51 

Montana 69, Idaho 60 

Montana St. 79, E. Washington 47 

N. Arizona 92, Weber St. 61 

Nevada 80, San Jose St. 76 

New Mexico 74, Wyoming 71, OT 

Pacific 77, Portland 70 

Pepperdine 79, Santa Clara 61 

S. Utah 81, Portland St. 72 

Saint Mary’s (Cal) 70, Gonzaga 60 

San Diego 51, BYU 45 

San Francisco 70, Loyola Marymount 

68 

Seattle 82, Utah Valley 80, OT 
UC Irvine 73, UC Davis 68 
UMKC 55, New Mexico St. 50 
Utah St. 58, Boise St. 56 


College baseball 


Saturday’s scores 

SOUTH 

Millersville 11, Barton 5 
Bluefield St. 11-4, Voorhees 2-1 
Glenville St. 8-5 Mid-Atlantic Christian 
4-0 

Pitt.-Johnstown 3-9, WV Wesleyan 1-4 
Miles 4, Christian Brothers 3 
Young Harris 10-5, Mississippi Coll. 5-0 
Eckerd 11-7, Spring Hill 3-1 
West Alabama 6, Ga. Southwestern 3 
Rollins 2, West Florida 0 
Georgia College 9, Augusta 0 
West Liberty 11, Carson-Newman 6 
Catawba 10, W. Virginia St. 0 
Coker 6-4, Alderson Broaddus 4-6 
Columbus St. 6, Florida Southern 3 
Embry-Riddle 8,Auburn-Montgomery 7 
Saint Leo at Lee, ppd. Feb. 9 
Limestone 6, Francis Marion 2 
Lenoir-Rhyne 7-4, Mount Olive 6-0 
Ala. Huntsville 13-3, Newberry 6-2 
S.C. Aiken 7, Shepherd 3 
Shorter 6,Mars Hill 4 
Tampa 3, Colorado Mesa 1 
Lock Haven 4, UNC Pembroke 3 
Virginia-Wise 3-10, Virginia St. 2-1 
West Georgia 9, Savannah St. 6 
Valdosta 13, Palm Beach Atlantic 0 
E. Mennonite 3, N.C. Wesleyan 2 
Ferrum 8, Christopher Newport 7 
Roanoke 9, LaGrange 6 
William Peace 9, Brevard 3,7 innings 
Randolph-Macon 6, Rhodes 3 
Randolph-Macon 9, Belhaven 3 
Alma 13-7, Louisiana Col. 5-17 
MIDWEST 

Missouri Southern 13-4, Mary 0-1 
Cent. Missouri 7-2, Arkansas Tech 3-1 
Fort Hays St. 11-6, Colorado Mines 9-9, 
game 2,11 innings 

Oklahoma Baptist 7, NW Missouri 2 
Pittsburg St. 10-3, Winona St. 9-10 
Washburn 13, Truman 3 
SOUTHWEST 

S. Nazarene 9, Okla. Panhandle St. 7 
Ark.-Monticello 5-1, Augustana (S.D.) 


Texas-Tyler 8-8, Ark.-Fort Smith 4-9, 
game 2,13 innings 

St. Mary’s (Texas) 16, Lubbock Chris¬ 
tian 7 

S. Arkansas 1-7, Missouri Western 0-2 
Ark.-Monticello 5-1, Augustana (S.D.) 


Oklahoma Baptist 7, Cent. Oklahoma 2 
Washburn 13, Truman 3 
Tarleton St. 16, Texas Permian Basin 7 
W. Texas A&M 14, St. Edward’s 2 
U. of the Ozarks 1, Austin 0 
St. Thomas (Texas) 11-3, Howard Payne 
7-7 

Concordia (Texas) 7, Hendrix 4 
Methodist 14, Hardin-Simmons 3 

WEST 

Hawaii 6, Hawaii-Hilo 4 
Colo.-Colo. Springs 3-1, Cal Poly Po¬ 
mona 1-2 

Dixie St. 13, Northwest Nazaren 4 
Concordia (Cal.) 10, Regis (Colo.) 0 
San Francisco St. 10-6, Simpson (Cal.) 
0-5 

Texas A&M International 12, E. New 
Mexico 9 

Whitworth 12-3, Pomona-Pitzer 10-5 
Claremont-Mudd 12-4, Lewis & Clark 
0-3 

George Fox 4, Texas Lutheran 3 
La Verne 8-12, Puget Sound 4-1 
Willamette 7, Occidental 3 
Cal Lutheran 13, Sul Ross St. 5 
Whittier 14, Pacific 12 
Chapman 6, Linfield 2 
Chapman 7, Whitman 6 
Texas-Dallas 17, Linfield 8 


Saturday’s transactions 

BASEBALL 
American League 

BOSTON RED SOX - Signed OF Andrew 
Benintendi to a two-year contract. 

CLEVELAND INDIANS - Signed C Cam¬ 
eron Rupp to a minor league contract. 

TAMPA BAY RAY - Acquired out¬ 
fielder Manuel Margot and minor league 
C/OF Logan Driscoll from the San Diego 
Padres in exchange for RHP Emilio Pag 

TORONTO BLUE JAYS - Agreed to 
terms with RHP Rafael Dolls one a one- 
year contract. To make room on the 40- 
man roster INF Breyvic Valera has been 
designated for assignment. 

National League 

NEW YORK METS - Named Chad 
Kreuter manager of Syracuse (IL). 

SAN FRANCISCO GIANTS - Agreed to 
terms with OF Billy Hamilton and RHP 
Nick Vincent on minor league contracts. 
Assigned RHP Luis Madero outright to 
Sacramento (PCL). 

BASKETBALL 

National Basketball Association 

CHARLOTTE HORNETS - Waived Fs 
Michael Kidd-Gilchrist and Marvin Wil¬ 
liams. 

GOLDEN STATE WARRIORS - Signed 
Gs Zach Norvell Jr. and Jeremy Pargo to 
10-day contracts. 

HOCKEY 

National Hockey League 

BUFFALO SABRES - Assigned F R. _ 
mus Asplund and D Lawrence Pilut to 
Rochester (AHL). 

DETROIT RED WINGS - Assigned 
D Dennis Cholowski to Grand Rapids 
(AHL). 

WASHINGTON CAPITALS - Recalled D 
Martin Fehervary from Hershey (AHL). 


Win-win: 
Adversity 
valuable 
for Royals 

By Gregory Broome 

Stars and Stripes 

RAMSTEIN AIR BASE, Ger¬ 
many — The regular season in 
DODEA Europe basketball is all 
about preparing for the tourna¬ 
ment. In that sense, the Ramstein 
girls won in more ways than one 
on Friday. 

The host Royals earned a con¬ 
ventional victory with a 34-30 
triumph over upset-minded rival 
Kaiserslautern. But they also 
picked up some valuable experi¬ 
ence playing through adversity 
in a game with tournament-style 
intensity. 

“We kept our composure. That 
was the big thing,” Ramstein 
coach Nathan Brewster said. “No¬ 
body freaked out and lost it.” 

Kaiserslautern did everything 
it could to hand the Royals that 
loss. The Raiders rushed out to 
a five-point lead at the end of the 
first quarter and threatened again 
in the fourth before Ramstein put 
them away with a couple of late 
scores. 

That back-and-forth finish was 
far more competitive than the 
teams’ earlier meeting this win¬ 
ter, a 54-27 Ramstein rout on Dec. 
17, requiring a proportionate re¬ 
sponse from the favored Royals. 

“Last time it was a completely 
different game,” Ramstein senior 
Linda Naglack said. “They were 
very determined. I was for sure 
scared for a little bit there. But we 
ended up pulling it together and 
really playing as a team.” 

That teamwork took the form of 
a patient offense down the stretch 
even in a potentially panic-induc¬ 
ing game situation. 

“We had to keep our cool,” said 
Naglack, who finished with eight 
rebounds and five steals. 

“We took our time and kind of 
chilled and went down the court 
and did our thing.” 

While the Royals couldn’t sus¬ 
tain that level of savvy through¬ 
out Friday’s game, Brewster was 
happy to see it make enough in¬ 
termittent appearances to earn 
the victory. 

“Execution isn’t always there,” 
Brewster said. “But sometimes it 
is and it’s beautiful.” 

If the Royals are to successful¬ 
ly navigate the Division I bracket, 
and possibly challenge reigning 
dynasty Stuttgart, their next step 
is consistency. 

“We’ve got work to do,” Brews¬ 
ter said. “We’re not there yet.” 

Rebecca Moon scored a game- 
high 14 points for the Raiders, in¬ 
cluding all 13 of Kaiserslautern’s 
first-quarter points. Teammate 
Audrey Elisondo posted 12 points, 
nine rebounds and seven steals. 

Alexis Tri led a balanced 
Royals offense with 10 points, 
while Shannon McCray added 
nine points and a game-high 11 
rebounds. 

broome.gregory@stripes.com 
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DODEA Europe wrestling 

Similar storylines set up finals 

Stuttgart, Ramstein come out of sectionals looking like favorites 



Norman LLAMAs/Stars and Stripes 


Naples’ Nick Luminarias works to pin Vilseck’s Thorin Bridges in the 
195-pound weight class of Saturday’s wrestling sectional held at 
Aviano, Italy. Luminarias won by pin and won the weight class. 


By Norman Llamas 
Stars and Stripes 

AVIANO AIR BASE, Italy 
— Right from the start, fans 
cheered loudly Saturday for their 
respective wrestlers in the south¬ 
ern section wrestling meet. 

More than half of the first 20 
matches were won by pin. 

But despite the quick wins that 
got the day started, most of the 
matches were pretty competitive. 

Wrestlers from seven DODEA 
Europe schools competed in 14 
weight classes. The top qualifiers 
in each class advanced to the Eu¬ 
ropean championships in Wies¬ 
baden, Germany on Feb. 14-15. 

“We’re winning a lot more 
matches than we expected,” 
Xavier Diaz, Aviano’s wrestling 
coach, said during the meet’s 
lunch break. “We’re finally click¬ 
ing, and it feels good to see it all 
working how it’s supposed to.” 

Diaz, a staff sergeant who is an 
F-16 maintenance instructor with 
the 372nd Training Squadron, 
has been with the Saints for the 
past four years and played a part 
in Aviano winning the Division II 
championship in 2017 and 2018 
and a third-place finish in 2019. 

Saints senior Nick Smith 
qualified, though he fell to 
Sigonella’s Amari Pyatt in the 
championship. 

Pyatt, who went undefeated last 
year on the way to a European 
title, is originally from Belleview, 
Neb. 

“I’m doing good and I’m excit¬ 
ed,” he said before the first-place 


match, which he won by pin. 

Wrestlers and their coaches ex¬ 
perienced a mixture of highs and 
lows throughout the day. 

“Today has been a mixed bag 
for us,” Rota coach Luke Spencer 
said. “We had a couple of injuries 
and some of the wrestlers didn’t 
wrestle as good as expected.” 

Things did turn around for the 
Admirals. 

“After the break we had a cou¬ 
ple of quick pins,” Spencer said. 
“I told my wrestlers to not focus 
on the results but rather to focus 
on the process.” 

Rota won the division a year 
ago and the team’s motto is “Pro¬ 
cess over Product.” 

“Wrestling is growing at Rota 
and we’re just happy to be able 
to continue competing,” Spencer 
said. 

Some of the storylines from last 
year’s season came back around 
as well. That included tiny An¬ 
kara’s one-person program: 160- 
pounder Roberts Swart. 

Swart, a senior, finished sec¬ 
ond at last year’s European tour¬ 
nament. He’s back and appears 
stronger. He demonstrated it by 
winning two of his matches by 
pin in a combined 24 seconds. He 
won his second of three matches 
19-3 by technical fall. 

“It was good competition,” 
Swart said. “I had fun. The hard¬ 
est match for me today was my 
second one against a wrestler 
from Rota, but I was able to get 
the technical win.” 

Swart said that he’s feel¬ 
ing great about next weekend’s 


championship. 

“It’s going to be stiff competi¬ 
tion, but I believe I have a legiti¬ 
mate shot at first place,” he said. 
“I think that competition in my 
weight class has gotten slightly 
easier and my fitness has gotten 
better too.” 

“Roberts has been pretty dom¬ 
inant this season,” coach Walt 
Dodds said. “He’s 11-0 going into 
the European championship.” 

Aviano senior Michael Hauser, 
who won at 145 pounds, plans to 
enlist in the Air Force. But for the 
next week, the focus is wrestling. 

“This was my last home meet,” 
he said. “I’m very proud of all the 
wrestlers; I know how hard every 
one of them worked and today, it 
showed.” 

Like others who qualified Sat¬ 
urday, Hauser — the quarterback 
on the Saints’ second straight D- 
II football championship in the 
fall — extended his season for an¬ 
other week. 

“Everyone wants to place first 
at the Euros, but only the ones 
who put in the most work will get 
it done,” Hauser said. “I know 
how much work I have put in this 
season, so I’m hopeful.” 

Ramstein runs 
northern sectional 

Saturday at Brussels, the Roy¬ 
als qualified the bulk of the 
team that will make another run 
at Stuttgart for the Division I 
crown. 

Ramstein finished first in 10 
weight classes, including senior 


leaders Conner Mackie, Chris¬ 
tian Griffith, Matthew Oreskov- 
ich and Teddy Ward. Seven more 
finished second in their brackets. 

The Royals figure to add even 
more qualifiers this week when 
wild-card entries are added to 
the field. 

Wrestlers from Lakenheath and 
host Brussels also earned weight- 
class victories. Ethan Bell of the 
homestanding Brigands won the 
106-pound bracket, while 145- 
pounder Philip Severance and 
170-pounder Nick Scifo notched 
wins for the Lancers. 

Stuttgart in good shape 
for tournament 

Saturday, reigning Division I 
dynasty Stuttgart fared well in 
the central sectional qualifier it 
hosted. 

Close to 20 Panthers earned au¬ 
tomatic berths in next weekend’s 
European tournament, a number 
that will expand when wild-card 
berths are announced this week. 


While Stuttgart will have the 
necessary depth to boost its 
chances of extending its DODEA 
Europe title reign, the Panthers 
were limited in terms of bracket 
victories Saturday. Stuttgart, 
which has no incumbent Europe¬ 
an champions, had five wrestlers 
take first place, including Carter 
Hanes at 138 and Jack Engelke at 
145. 

Division I rival Wiesbaden 
played a big part in mitigating 
Stuttgart’s success. Three War¬ 
riors, including former European 
champion Atreyu Allen at 132, 
earned first-place finishes. 

Spangdahlem, meanwhile, 
enjoyed an outstanding perfor¬ 
mance, especially considering its 
Division III status. Three Sen¬ 
tinels — Skyler Hickman at 106 
pounds, Carson Hicks at 120 and 
Brenden Castillo at 126 — earned 
first-place finishes, automatic 
bids and a good start on a small- 
school championship run. 

Hamas.norman(i)stripes.com 
Twitter: normanllamas 
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Kinnick’s James Mincey blocks a 
shot by Zama American’s Murray 
Gillerson during the DODEA 
Japan tournament. 


DODEA Japan tournaments 

Kinnick, Zama split titles; Perry takes wrestling 


By Dave Ornauer 
Stars and Stripes 

YOKOTA AIR BASE, Japan 
— A m^or worry for coach Rob¬ 
ert Stovall entering the DODEA 
Japan basketball tournament was 
getting past a Zama team that had 
already beaten his Kinnick team 
twice during the regular season. 

Darryl Williams scored 24 
points and the Red Devils out¬ 
lasted the Trojans in a seesaw 
battle, edging the Trojans 77-73 
at Yokota High School for the 
tournament title Saturday after 
edging them 69-67 in Thursday’s 
opener. 

“We had to do it twice against 
them. Zama played their hearts 
out all season against us,” Stovall 
said after Kinnick repeated as 
DODEA Japan champs. 

The teams traded the lead 10 
times, seven in the first quarter 
alone, and the contest was tied six 
times. Corey Hollingsworth and 
Tristan Venturina combined for 
18 fourth-quarter points to erase 
a six-point Zama lead after three 
quarters. 

It was the play of the bench late 


in the game, Stovall said, that res¬ 
cued the Red Devils, particularly 
reserve guard Yuri Delacruz, 
who came off the bench to shoot 
3-for-4 from the foul line and 
grab three rebounds. 

“He did what he was supposed 
to do,” Stovall said of Delacruz. 
“And for the first time in a long 
while, the team was able to an¬ 
swer yes to the two questions,” 
he said of what he asks his teams 
after every game: Are you proud 
of the way you played and did you 
play as hard as you could? 

After that back-and-forth first 
quarter, the Trojans’ Chandler 
Platt scored seven points by him¬ 
self to spark a 9-0 run that put 
Zama ahead 36-23 with 3:55 left 
in the first half 

But Kinnick responded with 11 
straight, and while the Trojans 
led much of the middle two quar¬ 
ters, the Red Devils hung close 
before springing a fourth-quarter 
rally. Hollingsworth put Kinnick 
ahead to stay 74-73 on two foul 
shots with 41.5 seconds left. 

Platt led all scorers with 32 
points, 16 in the second quarter. 


for the Trojans. 

Sterling leads Zama girls 
to second straight title 

The Zama girls also repeated 
as DODEA Japan champs but 
with little of the drama of the 
boys final. The Trojans broke it 
open with a 15-0 first-half run 
after a slow start, en route to a 62- 
32 romp over Kinnick. 

Sophomore guard Chloe Ster¬ 
ling averaged more than 27 points 
during the tournament and fueled 
the Trojans’ offense, finishing 
with 28 points while adding nine 
assists and seven steals. 

Unlike last year’s final against 
Yokota, in which Zama started fast 
but struggled at the end, the Tro¬ 
jans were more consistent from 
start to finish on Saturday, coach 
Daisy Whitaker-Hayes said. 

“We worked harder, we were 
better defensively, and we were in 
shape because we played man-to¬ 
man throughout,” she said. “And 
we had the mindset, that we could 
come in believing we could do it, 
and we did.” 


Jessica Atkinson finished with 
20 points and Smith 10. Amyka 
Jones paced the Red Devils with 
12 points. 

Perry matmen grab 
first DODEA Japan title 

CAMP ZAMA, Japan — Seiz¬ 
ing three individual titles, in¬ 
cluding heavyweight by senior 
and two-time Far East champion 
Marshall China, M.C. Perry sur¬ 
prised the field Saturday by cap¬ 
turing its first DODEA Japan 
wrestling title. 

Nemo Matthews (168) and 
James Williams (135) also won 
their classes, helping the Samu¬ 
rai rack up 73 points, outdistanc¬ 
ing Kinnick and Yokota, which 
tied for second with 61 apiece. 

“I’m excited for our kids,” 
Perry coach Chris Munsell said. 
“They worked really hard all 
year. Hopefully, it’s a big stepping 
stone into next week’s Far East,” 
scheduled for Feb. 13-15 at Osan. 


ornauer.dave@stripes.com 
Twitter: @daveornauer 
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NHL 


Scoreboard Roundup 


Eastern Conference 


Boston 

Tampa Bay 

Toronto 

Florida 

Montreal 

Buffalo 

Ottawa 

Detroit 


Atlantic Division 
- OT Pts GF GA 

187 140 


56 34 10 

55 35 15 

56 29 19 

54 29 19 

57 27 23 

55 24 23 

55 18 26 

56 13 39 

Metropoiitan Division 

Washington 55 36 14 ' ’ 

Pittsburgh 54 34 15 
Columbus 56 30 17 

N.Y. Islanders 53 31 16 

Carolina 55 32 20 
Philadelphia 55 30 18 

N.Y. Rangers 53 26 23 
New Jersey 54 20 24 


75 199 150 

66 200 187 
64 192 181 
61 177 173 
56 157 173 
47 147 188 
30 115 212 
1 

77 199 167 
73 181 148 
69 147 137 
68 156 145 

67 180 153 
67 177 164 
56 173 172 
50 149 190 


Western Conference 


St. Louis 

Colorado 

Dallas 

Winnipeg 

Nashville 

Minnesota 

Chicago 


Vegas 


Centrai Division 
-- ■ OT Pts GF GA 

- 73 178 160 


56 32 15 

53 31 16 6 

55 31 19 5 

56 28 23 5 

54 26 21 7 

54 26 22 6 

54 25 21 8 

Pacific Division 

56 30 21 5 

55 29 20 6 

57 28 21 8 


1 194 152 
67 147 141 

61 168 170 
59 176 177 
58 167 178 
58 161 168 

65 181 173 
64 176 173 
64 182 174 

62 155 171 
61 160 157 
52 145 181 
51 143 171 
43 136 179 


Calgary 56 28 22 

Arizona 57 27 23 

San Jose 55 24 27 

Anaheim 55 22 26 

Los Angeles 56 19 32 

Note: Two points for a ___ 

for overtime loss. Top three teams in 
each division and two wild cards per 
conference advance to playoffs. 
Saturday’s games 
Winnipeg 5, Ottawa 2 
Boston 4, Arizona 2 
New Jersey 3, Los Angeles 0 
Colorado 2, Columbus 1 
Tampa Bay 3, N.Y. Islanders 1 
Montreal 2, Toronto 1, OT 
Philadelphia 7, Washington 2 
Edmonton 3, Nashville 2 
Pittsburgh 3, Florida 2 
Dallas 3, St. Louis 2, OT 
Calgary 6, Vancouver 2 
Carolina 6, Vegas 5, SO 

Sunday’s games 
Boston at Detroit 
Anaheim at Buffalo 
Los Angeles at N.Y. Rangers 
Chicago at Winnipeg 
Colorado at Minnesota 

Monday’s games 
Arizona at Montreaf 
Florida at Philadelphia 
N.Y. Islanders at Washington 
Tampa Bay at Columbus 
Nashville at Vancouver 
Calgary at San Jose 

Tuesday’s games 
Arizona at Toronto 
Detroit at Buffalo 
Florida at New Jersey 
Philadelphia at N.Y. Islanders 
Tampa Bay at Pittsburgh 
N.Y. Rangers at Winnipeg 
Vegas at Minnesota 
Carolina at Dallas 
Chicago at Edmonton 
Ottawa at Colorado 
St. Louis at Anaheim 

Scoring leaders 

GP G A PTS 

Leon DraisaitI, EDM 54 29 54 83 

Connor McDavid, EDM 54 30 50 80 

David Pastrnak, BOS 55 38 37 75 

Nathan MacKinnon, COL 52 30 44 74 

Artemi Panarin, NYR 52 27 45 72 

Brad Marchand, BOS 55 23 46 69 

Jonathan Huberdeau, FLA 53 19 49 68 

Jack Eichel, BUF 54 31 37 68 

Auston Matthews, TOR 55 40 28 68 
Patrick Kane, CHI 54 25 41 66 

John Carlson, WSH 54 14 51 65 

Nikita Kucherov, TB 53 25 40 65 

Steven Stamkos, TB 51 25 33 58 

Three tied with 57 pts. 

Goals against avg. leaders 

Tuukka Rask, BOS 2.15 

Darcy Kuemper, ARI 2.17 

Tristan Jarry, PIT 2.18 

Ilya Samsonov, WAS 2.19 

Elvis Merziikins, CBJ 2.19 

Jake Allen, STL 2.26 

Anton Khudobin, DAL 2.32 

Jaroslav Halak, BOS 2.36 

Ben Bishop, DAL 2.38 

Pavel Francouz, COL 2.45 

Shutouts 

Elvis Merziikins, CBJ 5 

Connor Hellebuyck, WPG 4 

Tristan Jarry, PIT 3 

Jaroslav Halak, BOS 3 

James Reimer, CAR 3 

Mackenzie Blackwood, NJD 3 

Tuukka Rask, BOS 3 

Pekka Rinne, NSH 3 

Carey Price, MTL 3 

Petr Mrazek, CAR 3 

11 tied with two shutouts 

Plus/minus leaders 

Ryan Graves, COL +38 

Dougie Hamilton, CAR +30 

Jaccob Slavin, CAR +28 

Ian Cole, col +27 

Ondrej Palat, TBL +26 

Valeri Nichushkin, COL +26 

Nikita Kurcherov, TBL +25 

Three tied at +24 


Flyers rout Caps, deny Ovechkin 



Nick Wass/AP 


Philadelphia Flyers center Sean Couturier (14) scores past Washington Capitals goaltender Braden 
Holtby during the Flyers’ three-goal second period in a 7-2 win Saturday in Washington. 


Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Preventing 
Alex Ovechkin from reaching 
700 career goals was high on the 
Philadelphia Flyers’ priority list 
Saturday night. 

They accomplished that objec¬ 
tive, bounced back from a bad loss 
and got their captain a milestone 
of his own in the process. 

Claude Giroux recorded three 
points to reach 800 for his career, 
Sean Couturier scored twice and 
Brian Elliott made 25 saves to 
help Philadelphia blow out the 
first-place Washington Capitals 
7-2. The Flyers held Ovechkin to 
two shots and kept him stuck on 
698 goals in one of their best all- 
around games of the season. 

“Just the way (Ovechkin) gets 
open, I think guys did a good job 
of making sure we knew where he 
was,” Giroux said. “The win feels 
the best, especially you come to a 
building that’s really tough to play 
in. I haven’t been playing that 
great lately, it’s good to be able to 
contribute to a team win and we 
have to keep it going here.” 

Ovechkin didn’t look sharp in 
his latest pursuit of history, and 
the Flyers seemed content to take 
their chances with the rest of 
Washington’s lineup. T.J. Oshie 
scored a first-period power-play 
goal, but that was the extent of 
the Capitals’ meaningful offen¬ 
sive output. 

“We lost every aspect of the 
game,“ seething Capitals coach 
Todd Reirden said. “From top to 
bottom, we didn’t have it.” 

All eyes were on Ovechkin, 
but it was Giroux who instead 
reached a milestone. With assists 
on Couturier’s first goal, Travis 
Konecny’s 18th of the season and 
a late 5-on-3 power-play goal, 
the Flyers captain reached 800 
points. 

The Flyers snapped a O-for-9 
slump on the power play when 
Couturier scored nine seconds 
into their first chance of the 
game, and then they poured on 
the goals early in the second. Mi¬ 
chael Raffl, Couturier and James 
van Riemsdyk scored three times 
on four shots in 1:45 to break the 
game open. 

“Good pressure, really crisp 
passing led to some nice goals,” 
said Flyers defenseman Matt Ni- 
skanen, who received a standing 
ovation following a video tribute 
for his five seasons with Wash¬ 
ington. “We took away their speed 
for the most part all night. Really 
detailed and strong effort from a 
lot of guys.” 

Lightning 3, Islanders 1: 

Brayden Point, Steven Stamkos 
and Carter Verhaeghe scored 
and host Tampa Bay extended its 
winning streak to six games with 
a victory over New York. 

Andrei Vasilevskiy stopped 15 
shots and improved to 16-0-2 in 
his last 18 starts as the Lightning 
won their ninth straight home 
game and improved to 18-2-1 in 
the last 21 games. 

Derick Brassard scored for the 
Islanders, who lost in regulation 


for the first time in six games. 

Penguins 3, Panthers 2: Sid¬ 
ney Crosby scored his 10th goal 
in the second period, and Pitts¬ 
burgh won at Florida. 

Kris Letang had a goal and 
an assist for the Penguins, who 
improved to 9-3-0 in their past 
12 games. Teddy Blueger also 
scored, and Tristan Jarry stopped 
33 shots. 

The Panthers dropped to 1-3-1 
since returning from the All-Star 
break. Mike Hoffman had a goal 
and an assist for Florida, and 
Brett Connolly also scored. 

Avalanche 2, Blue Jackets 1: 
Nathan MacKinnon scored the 
tiebreaking goal with 4:34 left, 
Philipp Grubauer had 31 saves 
and Colorado won at Columbus. 

Nazem Kadri scored earlier 
in the third to tie the game, and 
MacKinnon beat Elvis Merziikins 
with a slap shot from the left point 
as Avalanche rolled to their third 
straight win and sixth in the last 
seven games. 

Merziikins lost for the first 
time in the last 10 games. Colum¬ 
bus had an 11-game points streak 
and a three-game win streak 
snapped. 

Devils 3, Kings 0: Mackenzie 
Blackwood stopped a penalty shot 
and made 37 saves in posting his 
second straight shutout and host 
New Jersey beat Los Angeles. 

Nikita Gusev, Blake Coleman 
and Kyle Palmier! scored for the 
Devils, who extended their points 
streak to a season-high six games. 
They are 3-0-3 since returning 
from the All-Star break. 

Calvin Petersen, who was re¬ 
called from Ontario of the AHL 
following the trade of backup 
goaltender Jack Campbell to To¬ 
ronto, made 31 saves. 

Bruins 4, Coyotes 2: Charlie 


Coyle scored two goals, and host 
Boston beat Arizona for the 16th 
straight time. 

The NHL-leading Bruins 
earned their sixth consecutive 
win. Patrice Bergeron and Jake 
DeBrusk each had a power-play 
goal in the second period, and 
Coyle’s second was an empty- 
netter that sealed it in the final 
minute. 

Boston’s last loss to Arizona 
came on Oct. 9, 2010. 

Jets 5, Senators 2: Patrik 
Laine recorded a hat trick with 
three power-play goals to propel 
host Winnipeg over Ottawa. 

It was Laine’s eighth career hat 
trick and gave the Jets points in 
four straight games after a five- 
game losing streak. 

Kyle Connor scored and added 
three assists, while Neal Pionk 
had one goal and two assists for 
Winnipeg. 

Jean-Gabriel Pageau and Mik- 
kel Boedker scored for the Sena¬ 
tors, who are winless in their past 
five games. 

Canadiens 2, Maple Leafs 1 
(OT): Ilya Kovalchuk scored 1:43 
into overtime and host Montreal 
rallied past Toronto. 

Marco Scandella tied the score 
late in the third period for the 
Canadiens, who have won three 
straight and seven of nine. Carey 
Price stopped 22 shots and im¬ 
proved to 8-2-0 in his past 10 
games. 

On the winner, Campbell made 
the initial save on Nick Suzuki, 
but Kovalchuk netted the rebound 
for his ninth goal of the season. 

John Tavares scored early in 
the third for the Maple Leafs. Re¬ 
placing injured starter Frederik 
Andersen (neck). Jack Campbell 
made 28 saves in his second game 
in two nights after being acquired 


from Los Angeles on Wednesday. 

Oilers 3, Predators 2: Leon 
DraisaitI scored twice and 
host Edmonton rallied to beat 
Nashville. 

Alex Chiasson also scored for 
the Oilers, who snapped a two- 
game losing streak. 

Craig Smith and Nick Bonino 
scored for the Predators, who lost 
for the second time in six games. 

Stars 3, Blues 2 (OT): Roope 
Hintz scored the game-winner at 
2:19 of overtime and finished with 
two goals, leading Dallas to a win 
at St. Louis. 

Hintz flipped in a wrist shot 
from the right faceoff circle for 
the winner and his 17th goal of 
the season. 

Jamie Benn also scored for the 
Stars, who improved to 10-5 in 
overtime. 

Hurricanes 6, Golden Knights 
5 (SO): Andrei Svechnikov and 
Justin Williams scored in the 
shootout, leading Carolina to a 
win at Vegas. 

The loss spoiled the home debut 
of Vegas coach Peter DeBoer, who 
was hired Jan. 15 and coached his 
first seven games with the Golden 
Knights on the road. 

Carolina erased a two-goal def¬ 
icit twice in the third period, scor¬ 
ing four goals in the final frame. 

Flames 6, Canucks 2: Dil¬ 
lon Dube had a goal and an as¬ 
sist for a career-high three-point 
night to lead Calgary to a win at 
Vancouver. 

Milan Lucic and Derek Ryan 
each had a goal and assist for the 
Flames, who snapped a three- 
game skid. Matthew Tkachuk, 
Sean Monahan and Tobias Rie- 
der also scored. Mikael Backlund 
and Johnny Gaudreau each added 
two assists. David Rittich had 25 
saves. 
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Entertaining, for openers 


Season-opening XFL game shows promise amid doubts 




By Stephen Whyno 

Associated Press 


XFL scoreboard 


New York 
St. Louis 
Tampa Bay 


Houston 
Dallas 
Seattle 
Los Angeles 


earned. It’s not given.... We think 
that if you love football, you’re 
going to love the XFL.” 

In the league opener, a crowd of 
17,163 almost filled up Audi Field, 
home of Mgjor League Soccer’s 
D.C. United. There was a buzz 
around the stadium in the hours 
before the XFL’s debut, with cars 
lining up to enter parking lots and 
fans checking out a league-spon¬ 
sored tailgate. Fans were already 
sporting Dragons and Defenders 
gear and queued up in long con¬ 
cession lines at halftime. 

“I didn’t have real expectations 
going into the game as far as what 


WASHINGTON—The debut of 
the new XFL had a punt blocked 
for a touchdown, a juiced-up 
crowd roaring for big plays and 
a player swearing during an in¬ 
game television interview. 

The actual football was hit and 
miss. College national champion- 
ship-winning former Ohio State 
quarterback Cardale Jones was 
the biggest star on the field and 
took the microphone to address 
fans before the start of a brand- 
new football league. 

“This is for the love of football,” 
Jones said. “Enjoy.” 

Jones’ D.C. Defenders beat the 
Seattle Dragons 31-19 Saturday 
afternoon in the opener of the 
new XFL that provided plenty of 
entertainment in person and on 
TV. It’s far too early to tell if the 
XFL can take a foothold where 
its previous incarnation and the 
recently unsuccessful Alliance 
of American Football failed, but 
executives are willing to wait and 
see. 

“For us, if the fans who attend 
and watch at home feel as though 
it was a good football game and 
they had a fun time either watch¬ 
ing or being in this awesome 
venue with us, that’s success,” 
XFL chief operating officer Jef¬ 
frey Pollack said. “We’re taking 
a long-term view in this. Success 
ultimately will not be measured 
in the first game or the first week¬ 
end or the first season.” 

The first weekend is a chance 
for football fans to catch a glimpse 
of some of the few players they 
might recognize. There’s former 
Oklahoma quarterback Landry 
Jones with Dallas, former NFL 
QB Josh Johnson with San Diego 
and ex-Navy standout Keenan 
Reynolds playing for Seattle. 

It’s not the star power of the 
NFL, but billionaire Vince Mc¬ 
Mahon’s latest venture is an at¬ 
tempt to capture the attention of 
hardcore football fans in the af¬ 
termath of the Super Bowl. 

“Our expectation for this first 
season is for football fans to 
simply give us a look, give us a 
chance, sample us,” Pollack said. 
“We understand that fandom is 


Stephen Whyno/AP 

The D.C. Defenders, right, line up against the Seattle Dragons 
for the kickoff of the opening football game of the XFL season, 
Saturday, in Washington, DC. 


DC Defenders quarterback Cardale Jones looks to throw in his 
team’s 31-19 defeat of the Seattle Dragons on Saturday in 
Washington that opened the XFL season. 


the experience was going to be 
like,” Cardale Jones said. “If I 
did ... they would’ve been blown 
away.” 

The location of the first game 
made sense in the neighborhood 
of the NFL’s Washington Red¬ 
skins, who haven’t won the Super 
Bowl since 1992 and have just one 
playoff victory in the past 20 sea¬ 
sons. Fan-made signs mocking 
the “Hail to the Redskins” slo¬ 
gan and asking Redskins owner 
Dan Snyder to sell the team were 
draped from a balcony at the 50- 
yard line. 

The broadcast included in¬ 
game interviews with a kicker 
seconds after he missed a field 
goal attempt and a defender in¬ 
volved in a scrum that led to a 
penalty. Seattle’s Dillon Day 
dropped an F-bomb that made it 
to the airwaves and went viral. 

On the field, the play was a mix 
of traditional college and pro style 
with some twists. 

There was no coin toss, and 
when Reynolds fielded the open¬ 
ing kickoff, he did so with every¬ 
one else on the field standing still 
as part of a rule implemented for 
safety. The clock ran for all but 
the time inside each two minute 
warning, and some other tweaks 
were different for players. 

“It was definitely an adjust¬ 
ment for some of the stuff,” said 
Seattle’s Austin Proehl, who 
caught the first touchdown pass 
in the new version of the league. 
“It’s something we’ve got to get 
used to.” 

With no extra point kicks, 
teams had the option of trying 
one-, two- or three-point conver¬ 
sions, but each coach in the first 
XFL game only opted for one- 
point attempts. 

“The only difference for I think 
a coach calling plays is deciding 
to go for one, two or three,” Se¬ 
attle coach Jim Zorn said. “That 
was surprising to me was that 
rule change, being able to go to 
one, two or three with your extra 
point try, there’s a lot of strategy 
in that.” 



David Zalubowski/AP 

Air Force guard Sid Tomes, front, pursues the ball as San Diego 
State guard KJ Feagin defends in No. 4 San Diego’s 89-74 win 
Saturday at Air Force. The Aztecs improved to 24-0. 


Service Academies 


24-0: No. 4 Aztecs 
glide past Falcons 


Associated Press 

AIR FORCE ACADEMY, Colo. 
— KJ Feagin is rolling with his 
outside shot. 

San Diego State also is hum¬ 
ming along quite nicely. 

Feagin scored 21 points, hit¬ 
ting five three-pointers, and the 
fourth-ranked Aztecs remained 
the nation’s lone unbeaten team 
by beating Air Force 89-74 Satur¬ 
day night. 

“I just think I’m finding the 
rhythm finally,” said Feagin, who 
has 54 points in his last three 
games, connecting on 14 three- 
pointers in that span. “To start the 
year, my jump shot wasn’t really 
going but it’s starting to pick up 
at the right time, when things re¬ 
ally matter. We’re getting into the 
thick of things going into March, 
so I’m just glad the ball is starting 
to go through the rim for me.” 

Jordan Schakel had 18 points 
for San Diego State (24-0, 13-0), 
which is off to the nation’s best 
season-opening run since the 
2016-17 Gonzaga team began the 
year 29-0. Malachi Flynn scored 
17 points, and Matt Mitchell had 
16. 

The Aztecs’ 13-0 conference 
opening is also the best start to a 
season in Mountain West history. 

San Diego State coach Brian 
Dutcher said the Aztecs extended 


their winning streak “by hitting 
big shot after big shot“ down the 
stretch. Despite allowing the most 
points by an opponent in their last 
28 games, the Aztecs closed it out 
against Air Force by finishing on 
a 22-10 run. 

Colgate 67, Navy 60: Nelly 
Cummings scored 18 points to 
lead four players in double fig¬ 
ures and the host Raiders topped 
the Midshipmen. 

Jordan Burns had 14 points 
for Colgate (19-6, 10-2 Patriot 
League). Rapolas Ivanauskas 
added 12 points and six rebounds, 
while Tucker Richardson scored 
11 with six assists. Will Rayman 
grabbed 12 rebounds to go with 
nine points. 

Greg Summers had 15 points to 
lead the Midshipmen (12-11, 6-6). 
Evan Wieck grabbed 10 rebounds 
and scored eight. 

American 72, Army 62: Sa’eed 
Nelson scored 23 points as the host 
Eagles beat the Black Knights. 

Stacy Beckton Jr. added a ca¬ 
reer-high 19 points and grabbed 
11 rebounds for his first double¬ 
double in just over a year and 
Connor Nelson scored 17 points 
for the Colgate (12-11, 8-4 Patriot 
League). 

Lonnie Grayson had 17 points 
and eight rebounds for Army (11- 
12, 6-6). Matt Wilson added 15 
points and nine rebounds. 
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Top 25 roundup 

Moore effort: Duke stuns North Caroliua 



Gerry Broome/AP 


Duke forward Wendell Moore Jr., center, celebrates with guard Jordan Goldwire, left, and forward Joey 
Baker, right, following Moore’s game-winning putback in a 98-96 overtime win at North Carolina. 


Associated Press 

CHAPEL HILL, N.C. — Tre 
Jones got Duke to overtime, and 
Wendell Moore Jr. finished off 
North Carolina. 

They did it with a pair of plays 
sure to live on in replays and the 
lore of the fierce rivalry, too. 

Jones hit a jumper at the horn to 
force the extra period, then Moore 
scored on a putback of Jones’ air- 
balled jumper as time expired in 
overtime to help the No. 7 Blue 
Devils top the Tar Heels 98-96 in 
a wild renewal of the longtime se¬ 
ries Saturday night. 

“There’s really nothing to put 
into words,” Jones said with a 
laugh. “I’m still trying to wrap my 
head around what happened.” 

So was everyone else in the 
Smith Center. 

“What happened in the game, 
it’s just unreal,” UNC freshman 
Cole Anthony said. 

Duke (20-3,10-2 Atlantic Coast 
Conference) rallied from 13 down 
in the final iV 2 minutes of regu¬ 
lation on Jones’ contested shot 
after he ran down a long rebound 
on his own intentionally missed 
free throw. Then the Blue Devils 
had to rally from five down in the 
final 20.9 seconds after the Tar 
Heels had seemingly steadied 
themselves after looking stag¬ 
gered following Jones’ jumper. 

Jones hit a free throw to tie it 
with 6.6 seconds left in OT only 
to miss the second, but Moore 
tapped the rebound beyond the 
three-point arc to be recovered 
by teammate Jordan Goldwire. 
Jones got the ball and drove to 
launch an off-balance shot off one 
foot and missed everything, but 
Moore flew in behind Christian 
Keeling to snatch the ball near 
the left side of the rim and put it 
back in. 

Two clutch baskets, right at the 
horn. It was reminiscent of Aus¬ 
tin Rivers’ buzzer-beating three- 
pointer to win here in 2012, right 
down to Duke players spilling 
onto the court from the bench to 
mob Moore and celebrate in front 
of a stunned UNC crowd. 

““If you don’t care who won 
the game, you had to enjoy that 
as a big-time college basketball 
game,” Tar Heels coach Roy Wil¬ 
liams said. “I care who won the 
game, so I did not enjoy the final 
outcome.” 

No. 1 Baylor 79, Oklahoma 
State 70: MaCio Teague scored 
24 points to lead five players in 
double figures for the host Bears, 
who stretched their winning 
streak to 20 games. 

Teague hit six consecutive free 
throws in the final 14 seconds, 
including four after frustrated 
Cowboys coach Mike Boynton 
Jr. was assessed two consecutive 
technical fouls and ejected from 
the game. 

Jared Butler added 15 points, 
including consecutive three- 
pointers that put Baylor (21-1,10- 
0 Big 12) up 64-55 with 6:08 left. 

Oklahoma State (11-12,1-9) had 
four players foul out, but also had 
five players score in double fig¬ 


ures. Cameron McGriff and Isaac 
Likekele each had 11 points. 

No. 2 Gonzaga 90, St. Mary’s 

60: Drew Timme scored 20 
points and the Bulldogs made 14 
of their first 15 shots to send the 
Gaels to their worst home loss in 
19 years. 

Gonzaga (25-1, 11-0 WCC) 
turned the highly anticipated 
showdown between the fierce 
rivals into a laugher by taking a 
20-point lead midway through the 
first half and never really letting 
up after that. 

This was the first meeting be¬ 
tween the teams since St. Mary’s 
shocked the top-ranked Bulldogs 
60-47 in the conference tourna¬ 
ment final last March. 

Jordan Ford scored 23 points 
for the Gaels (20-6, 7-4). 

No. 3 Kansas 60, TCU 46: 
Udoka Azubuike had 20 points 
and 15 rebounds, and the visit¬ 
ing Jayhawks matched an NCAA 
record with their 31st consecu¬ 
tive 20-win season, beating the 
Horned Frogs for coach Bill Self’s 
700th career victory. 

Azubuike had five dunks in a 
13-3 run in the first half that put 
the Jayhawks (20-3, 9-1 Big 12) 
ahead to stay. 

Devon Dotson added 18 points 
and 11 assists as Kansas joined 
North Carolina (1971-2001) as the 
only teams to win 20 games in 31 
consecutive seasons. 

Desmond Bane had 20 points 
for TCU (13-10, 4-6), which has 
lost five in a row. RJ Nembhard 
had 11 points. 

No. 5 Louisville 80, Vii^inia 

73: Steven Enoch scored 13 
points, including two key free 
throws with 2:47 remaining, and 


the host Cardinals earned their 
10th consecutive victory. 

Louisville (21-3, 12-1 Atlantic 
Coast Conference) led most of the 
way before the Cavaliers stormed 
back to go ahead 70-68 on Kihei 
Clark’s two technical free throws 
with 3:25 left. David Johnson’s 
jumper tied it before Enoch’s two 
free throws put the Cardinals 
ahead for good. 

Jordan Nwora had 22 points for 
Louisville, which finished shoot¬ 
ing 51% despite hitting just 37% in 
the second half. 

Tomas Woldetensae had 20 of 
his 27 points in the second half 
for Virginia (15-7, 7-5). 

No. 6 Dayton 71, Saint Louis 
65: Obi Toppin scored 17 points 
and Jalen Crutcher led a second- 
half rally that kept the host Fly¬ 
ers unbeaten atop the Atlantic 10 
Conference. 

Dayton (21-2, 10-0) has won 12 
straight, vaulting to its highest 
ranking in 53 years. The Billik- 
ens (17-7, 6-5) have given the Fly¬ 
ers their two closest calls. 

No. 8 Florida State 99, Miami 
81: M.J. Walker and Patrick 
Williams each scored 14 points 
to lead the host Seminoles to the 
victory. 

Devin Vassell had 13 points 
for FSU (20-3, 10-2 ACC), which 
connected on 13 of 26 three-point 
attempts. 

No. 12 Seton Hall 70, No. 10 
Villanova 64: Myles Powell had 
19 points, Sandro Mamukelash- 
vili scored 12 of his 17 points in 
the second half, and the Pirates 
snapped a 17-game road losing 
streak to the Wildcats. 

Quincy McKnight added 14 
points for Big East-leading Seton 


Hall (18-5, 10-1), which last won 
at Villanova on Feb. 26,1994. 

No. 11 Auburn 91, No. 18 
LSU 90 (OT): J’Von McCormick 
hit a floater with 0.1 seconds left 
in overtime, lifting Auburn to the 
victory. 

Auburn (21-2, 8-2 Southeast¬ 
ern Conference) rallied from a 
14-point deficit in the second half 
and moved into a tie with LSU 
(17-6, 8-2) for the league lead. It’s 
Auburn’s third overtime win in 
the last four games and this one 
took 18 three-pointers. 

McCormick drove toward the 
basket in the final moments for 
the game-winner. It came after 
Skylar Mays and Emmitt Wil¬ 
liams led an LSU comeback from 
a quick seven-point deficit. 

Oklahoma 69, No. 13 West 
Virginia 59: The host Sooon- 
ers’ Kristian Doolittle scored 27 
points and played a critical role in 
helping overcome the Mountain¬ 
eers’ defensive pressure. 

Though Oklahoma finished 
with 19 turnovers, much of West 
Virginia’s defensive success hap¬ 
pened late, after Oklahoma (15-8, 
5-5 Big 12) had already built an 
18-point lead. 

Oregon State 63, No. 14 Or¬ 
egon 53: Zach Reichle hit a key 
three-pointer down the stretch 
and the host Beavers overcame 
a 10-point deficit in the second 
half 

It was the third consecutive 
win for Oregon State in the 353rd 
edition of the Civil War, which is 
the most contested rivalry in col¬ 
lege basketball. 

The Beavers (14-9, 4-7 Pac-12) 
hit six consecutive free throws in 
the final minute to seal the win. 


No. 15 Kentucky 77, Ten¬ 
nessee 64: Immanuel Quickley 
scored 18 points, and the visiting 
Wildcats won for the sixth time in 
seven games. 

Kentucky (18-5, 8-2 SEC) beat 
the Volunteers in Knoxville for 
the first time in Rick Barnes’ 
five-season tenure as the Tennes¬ 
see’s coach. 

Michigan 77, No. 16 Michigan 
State 68: Isaiah Livers scored 14 
points in his return to the lineup, 
leading the host Wolverines. 

Livers injured his groin Dec. 
21 and missed nine of the next 10 
games, but he was in the starting 
lineup and helped Michigan (14- 
9, 5-7 Big Ten) salvage a split of 
the regular-season series against 
its in-state rival. 

No. 17 Iowa 96, Nebraska 
72: Joe Wieskamp scored a ca¬ 
reer-high 30 points and Luka 
Garza added 22, helping the host 
Hawkeyes bounce back from 
their worst loss of the season. 

Wieskamp’s previous career 
high was 26 in Iowa’s 67-49 win 
over Maryland on Jan. 10. It was 
the ninth consecutive Big Ten 
game of 20 or more points for 
Garza, who leads the conference 
in scoring. 

No. 21 Creighton 94, St. 
John’s 82: Marcus Zegarowski 
scored 23 points to lead six Blue- 
jays players in double figures for 
the win at home. 

Creighton shot a season-best 
60% from the field and matched 
its season high with 13 three- 
pointers. Denzel Mahoney scored 
18 points for the Bluejays (18-6, 7- 
4 Big East), and Ty-Shon Alexan¬ 
der and Damien Jefferson added 
16 apiece. 

Marcellus Earlington scored a 
career-high 25 points for the Red 
Storm (13-11, 2-9). 

No. 22 Penn State 83, Minne¬ 
sota 77: Lamar Stevens scored 
a career-high 33 points, power¬ 
ing the host Nittany Lions to their 
sixth straight win. 

Izaiah Brockington added 10 
points for Penn State (18-5, 8-4 
Big Ten) who snapped a five- 
game losing streak to the Golden 
Gophers. 

Daniel Oturu had a career- 
high 32 points and grabbed 16 
rebounds for the Golden Gophers 
(12-11, 6-7), who lost their sec¬ 
ond straight. Mike Carr added 20 
points. 

UCLA 65, No. 23 Arizona 52: 

Chris Smith had 15 points, and 
the visiting Bruins shut down the 
Wildcats. 

UCLA (13-12, 6-5 Pac-12) 
bounced back from an ugly loss 
to Arizona State with a superb 
defensive game and 9-FOR-17 
shooting from three-point range. 

No. 24 Colorado 81, Stanford 
74: McKinley Wright IV scored 
21 points, and the host Buffaloes 
overcame a cold start and a 16- 
point second-half deficit on their 
way to the win. 

All of Tyler Bey’s 11 points and 
nine of his dozen boards came in 
the second half when Colorado 
shot 70% from the floor and 100% 
from behind the arc. 
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Raptors extend win 
streak to 14 games 



Frank Gunn, The Canadian Press/AP 


Toronto Raptors guard Fred VanVIeet, right, goes for a layup as 
Brooklyn Nets guard Timothe Luwawu-Cabarrot defends. VanVIeet 
scored 10 of his 29 points in the fourth quarter in a 119-118 win. 


By Ian Harrison 
Associated Press 

TORONTO — Overcoming the 
absence of injured stars is be¬ 
coming a regular occurrence for 
the Toronto Raptors. 

So is winning games. 

Fred VanVIeet scored 10 of his 
29 points in the fourth quarter, 
Pascal Siakam scored 20 points, 
including the tiebreaking free 
throw with 22 seconds remaining, 
and the Raptors extended their 
franchise-record winning streak 
to 14 by beating the Brooklyn 
Nets 119-118 on Saturday night. 

Terence Davis scored 20 points 
in his first home start, Matt 
Thomas had a career-high 15 and 
Serge Ibaka added 12 as Toronto 
won despite playing without All- 
Star guard Kyle Lowry, earning 
their 10th consecutive home vic¬ 
tory over the Nets. The Raptors 
have won 18 of 19 in the series, 
including six straight. 

Davis started for Lowry, who 
was inactive because of a whip¬ 
lash injury caused by an acci¬ 
dental collision with Ibaka in the 
third quarter of Friday’s win at 
Indiana. Lowry was pictured on 
social media wearing a neck brace 
on the flight back to Toronto. 

VanVIeet said the Raptors have 
become accustomed to winning 
without a complete lineup. 

“At this point, I think we’re ex¬ 
perienced enough in that realm, 
unfortunately,” VanVIeet said. 
“We’ve had a ton of guys out this 
year. We don’t really think about 
it.” 


Besides Lowry, Toronto cen¬ 
ter Marc Gasol missed his sixth 
straight game because of a sore 
left hamstring, while guard Nor¬ 
man Powell sat for the fourth 
consecutive game because of a 
broken finger on his left hand. 

Davis shot 5-for-8 from three- 
point range and VanVIeet went 
4-for-9 as the defending NBA 
champions remained unbeaten 
since a 105-104 home loss to San 
Antonio on Jan. 12. The Raptors 
swept their third straight set of 
back-to-back games. 

Caris LeVert scored a career- 
high 37 points, going 6-of-7 from 
long range, but missed a three- 
pointer with a second left that 
would have given the Nets the 
win. 

“I’m not really into moral vic¬ 
tories,” LeVert said of his high- 
scoring effort. “I would much 
rather have played OK and got 
the win.” 

Spencer Dinwiddie had 21 
points and 11 assists and DeAn- 
dre Jordan had 15 points and 14 
rebounds, Brooklyn lost for the 
first time in three games with¬ 
out injured guard Kyrie Irving 
(sprained right knee). 

Nets coach Kenny Atkinson 
praised Toronto for “incredible 
depth” that has prolonged its cur¬ 
rent streak. 

“That’s how you go on a long 
streak in this league,” Atkinson 
said. “You just can’t do it with 
your top five or your top six. 
You’ve got to be deep, and they 
are deep.” 


Brooklyn trailed by 12 points 
to begin the fourth but LeVert 
scored on three straight posses¬ 
sions to tie it at 118 with 35 sec¬ 
onds left. 

Siakam restored Toronto’s lead 
by splitting a pair of free throws 
with 22 seconds remaining. The 
Nets let the clock run down and 
gave LeVert a chance to win it, 
but his pull-up three bounced off 
the rim. Brooklyn’s Joe Harris 
grabbed the rebound, but missed 


a layup as the buzzer sounded. 

“They guarded it pretty well,” 
LeVert said of the final play. “I 
tried to get a good shot up but 
they played pretty good defense 
on it.” 

LeVert has scored 20 or more 
in three straight games, the lon¬ 
gest such streak of his career. 

“He caught his rhythm and he’s 
doing it consistently now.” Atkin¬ 
son said. “It’s game after game.” 


Scoreboard 


Eastern Conference 

Atlantic Division 

W L Pet GB 

:o 39 14 .736 - 

36 15 .706 2 


Philadelphia 
Brooklyn 
New York 


17 


21 .604 7 

28 .451 15 

" .321 22 


Miami 

Orlando 

Washington 

Charlotte 

Atlanta 

Milwaukee 

Indiana 

Chicago 

Detroit 

Cleveland 


Southeast Division 

34 17 .667 - 

22 31 .415 13 

18 32 .360 15'/2 

16 36 .308 18'/2 

14 39 .264 21 

Centrai Division 

“ .865 - 


22 .585 _ _ 

34 .358 26'/2 

36 .345 27'/2 

39 .250 32 


Western Conference 


Houston 
Dallas 
Memphis 
San Antonio 
New Orleans 


Southwest Division 

W L Pet GB 

■ 19 .635 - 


Denver 
Utah 
Oklahoma City 
Portland 
Minnesota 


Northwest Division 


21 .604 __ 

26 .500 7 

30 .423 11 

31 .415 ll'/2 


16 


Pacific Division 


16 .698 - 

18 .647 3 

20 .615 4'/2 

29 .453 13 

35 .314 20 


12 .765 - 

16 .692 3'A 

31 .404 18'/2 

32 .396 19 

.226 28 


L.A. Lakers 
L.A. Clippers 
Sacramento 
Phoenix 
Golden State 

Saturday’s games 

Milwaukee 111, Orlando 95 
Dallas 116, Charlotte 100 
New York 95, Detroit 92 
Toronto 119, Brooklyn 118 
New Orleans 124, Indiana 117 
Minnesota 142, L.A. Clippers 115 
L.A. Lakers 125, Golden State 120 
Denver 117, Phoenix 108 
Sacramento 122, San Antonio 102 
Sunday’s games 
Boston at Oklahoma City 
Chicago at Philadelphia 
Memphis at Washington 
New York at Atlanta 
Utah at Houston 
L.A. Clippers at Cleveland 
Miami at Portland 

Monday’s games 
Atlanta at Orlando 
Brooklyn at Indiana 
Charlotte at Detroit 
Minnesota at Toronto 
Sacramento at Milwaukee 
Utah at Dallas 
San Antonio at Denver 
Miami at Golden State 
Phoenix at L.A. Lakers 

Tuesday’s games 
Chicago at Washington 
L.A. Clippers at Philadelphia 
Portland at New Orleans 
San Antonio at Oklahoma City 
Boston at Houston 


Roundup 


Antetokounmpo just shy of triple-double in Bucks’ win 


Associated Press 

ORLANDO, Fla. — Giannis Antetok¬ 
ounmpo had 18 points, 18 rebounds and 
nine assists Saturday, helping the NBA- 
best Milwaukee Bucks to a 111-95 defeat of 
the Orlando Magic. 

Milwaukee won for the 13th time in 14 
games, improving the league’s best record 
to 45-7 and remaining on course to become 
just the third team to top 70 wins in a regu¬ 
lar season. 

“A lot of people didn’t think we would 
have a better team (than last season), but 
I trusted my team from day one,” said An¬ 
tetokounmpo. “When we came together 
we knew what we had, and it shows on the 
court.” 

Antetokounmpo, meanwhile, fell short in 
a personal bid to become the first player 
with at least 30 points, 15 rebounds and 
five assists in six consecutive games. 

Nikola Vucevic led Orlando with 21 
points and 14 rebounds. Terrence Ross had 
20 points. 

Timberwolves 142, Clippers 115: Jor¬ 
dan McLaughlin scored a career-high 24 
points and Malik Beasley added 23 in his 
Minnesota debut, helping the host Timber- 
wolves stop a 13-game losing streak. 

Karl-Anthony Towns had 22 points, 13 
rebounds and nine assists for Minnesota, 
which won for the first time since Jan. 9. 


McLaughlin added a career-high 11 assists 
as the Timberwolves scored their highest 
point total of the season thanks to a fran¬ 
chise-record 26 three-pointers. 

Kawhi Leonard scored 29 points and 
Paul George had 21 for the Clippers, who 
had won three in a row. 

Lakers 125, Warriors 120: LeBron 
James had 22 points, 11 assists and eight 
rebounds, leading Los Angeles to a win a 
Golden State.. 

Anthony Davis collected 27 points and 
10 rebounds for the Lakers. 

Andrew Wiggins scored 24 points on 8- 
for-12 shooting in his Warriors debut after 
he was traded by the Minnesota Timber¬ 
wolves before Thursday’s deadline in ex¬ 
change for D’Angelo Russell, Jacob Evans 
III and Omari Spellman. 

Nuggets 117, Suns 108: Jamal Mur¬ 
ray scored 36 points and Nikola Jokic added 
23 to lead Denver to a win at Phoenix. 

The Nuggets completed the season 
sweep against the Suns, winning all four 
games. Denver has won five of its past six 
games overall. 

The Nuggets led 83-78 going into the final 
quarter and never trailed in the fourth, 
turning back a few Phoenix rallies. 

Deandre Ayton had 28 points and 19 re¬ 
bounds for the Suns. Devin Booker added 
21 points and Kelly Oubre Jr. had 20. 


Pelicans 124, Pacers 117: Jrue Holi¬ 
day scored 14 of his 31 points in the final 
2:26, including a go-ahead three-pointer, 
and short-handed New Orleans won at 
Indiana. 

The Pelicans played without Brandon In¬ 
gram and Zion Williamson due to injuries. 
Ingram has a right ankle sprain, and Wil¬ 
liamson is dealing with a left ankle sprain. 

JJ Redick added 23 points for New 
Orleans. 

The Pacers dropped their fifth straight. 
Jeremy Lamb led thems with 26 points. 
T. J. Warren scored 22. 

Mavericks 116, Hornets 100: Seth 
Curry scored 26 points in his return 
to Charlotte, and Dallas cruised to the 
victory. 

Curry made his first 10 shots from the 
field, including six three-pointers. 

Willie Cauley-Stein added 15 points and 
10 rebounds for the Mavericks, who played 
without Luka Doncic and Kristaps Porzin- 
gis. Doncic missed his sixth straight game 
with a right ankle sprain, while Porzingis 
rested a sore left knee. 

Devonte Graham had 16 points and 10 
assists for the struggling Hornets, who 
have lost 13 of their last 14 games. 

Knicks 95, Pistons 92: Julius Randle 
scored 17 points, including a bank shot with 
13.5 seconds left that helped New York win 


at Detroit for their fourth straight victory. 

The Knicks led 91-89 when Randle 
scored inside to push the lead to four. Re¬ 
plays showed the Pistons’ Thon Maker ap¬ 
peared to take an arm to the face on the 
play, but it was not considered reviewable. 

Christian Wood made a three-pointer for 
Detroit to cut the lead to one, but New York’s 
Reggie Bullock made two free throws with 
7.3 seconds left for the final margin. 

Reggie Jackson led the Pistons with 20 
points and nine assists. 

Kings 122, Spurs 102: Buddy Hield 
scored 31 points, Harrison Barnes added 
25 and host Sacramento earned its third 
straight victory. 

Nemanja Bjelica had 15 points and six 
rebounds as the Kings won for the sixth 
time in eight games overall. 

Hield became the fastest player in NBA 
history to reach 800 career three-pointers, 
doing it in 296 games. Golden State’s Ste¬ 
phen Curry was the previous fastest, hav¬ 
ing reached 800 in 305 games. 

Hield was 9-for-lO beyond the arc 
and was greeted with chants of “Buddy! 
Buddy!” after making his ninth to put Sac¬ 
ramento up 120-98. 

Dejounte Murray had 17 points, nine as¬ 
sists and nine rebounds for San Antonio, 
which has lost four straight. 
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United States forward Christen Press, right, beats Costa Rica 
defender Maria Coto to the ball during their match last Monday in 
Houston. Press has scored in sk consecutive games. 

Press on roll heading 
into Tokyo Olympics 

Forward is 5th U.S. woman to score in 6 straight games 


By Anne M. Peterson 

Associated Press 

CARSON, Calif. — Christen 
Press is on a tear with goals in 
her past six games, focused on 
the U.S. national team’s next big 
task: the Olympics. 

A longtime scoring threat, often 
as a spark off the bench. Press is 
making a case for a starting role 
with her latest outburst. 

She is just the fifth U.S. woman 
to score in six straight games, 
joining Mia Hamm, Michelle 
Akers, April Heinrichs and Carli 
Lloyd. It’s the longest such streak 
for the U.S. since Lloyd scored in 
seven straight in 2014. 

Press says she’s hasn’t changed 
a thing. 

“I think the way I approach foot¬ 
ball always, and it’s been this way 
for a while, is just that my job is to 
strive to be my best when I’m on 
the field, and that’s every training 
and every game,” she said. “I’m 
happy to be helping the team and 
be on the field and doing what I 
love. It’s as simple as that.” 

The United States is looking 
to become the first team to grab 
gold at the Olympics the year 
after winning the World Cup. 

Four years ago in Brazil, the 
reigning World Cup champs 
looked unstoppable before they 
were knocked out by Sweden in 
the quarterfinals. It was the U.S. 
team’s earliest ever Olympic exit. 

“We have to let go of the World 
Cup and we have to go into this 
like, you know, this is our big 
tournament for the next three 
years. And so I think that that’s 
a good lesson to have learned,” 
Press said. “But, you know, all of 
our eyes and all of our focus are 
on bringing home the gold.” 

The United States qualified 
for the Tokyo Games on Friday 
night when it beat Mexico 4-0 
in the semifinals of the CONCA- 
CAF Women’s Olympic Qualify¬ 
ing tournament. Press scored the 
final goal, a well-executed chip 
shot in the 73rd minute. 


Canada claimed the region’s 
other Olympic berth with a 1-0 
semifinal win over Costa Rica. 

With the Olympic spots se¬ 
cured, the United States will play 
Canada on Sunday in an essen¬ 
tially inconsequential title game. 
The U.S. has defeated Canada in 
the past three qualifying tourna¬ 
ment finals. 

Press has received more oppor¬ 
tunities on the field as of late with 
the absence of Alex Morgan, who 
is on maternity leave. Morgan has 
said she’s going to try to be back 
in time for Tokyo. 

Press also gets to make her 
case for a new staff Vlatko An- 
donovski took over as coach after 
Jill Ellis stepped down last fall. 

Andonovski, former coach of 
Reign FC of the National Wom¬ 
en’s Soccer League, is well aware 
of Press, who currently plays for 
the Utah Royals. 

“She’s doing very well, like you 
said she’s on fire, but I’ve always 
thought she’s a great player, it’s 
not like she’s just coming on fire 
now. Now she has more oppor¬ 
tunity,” Andonovski said. “She’s 
doing well and penetrating on the 
dribble and the goals that she’s 
scored. I’ve seen Press score 
those goals in the league. I’m just 
glad she’s doing it for the national 
team as well.” 

Press made her national team 
debut in 2013. She has 56 goals in 
134 appearances. A standout at 
Stanford who won the MAC Her¬ 
mann Trophy as the nation’s best 
college player as a senior. Press 
went on to play for clubs in Swe¬ 
den in addition to the NWSL. 

She has played in two World 
Cups, and Tokyo will be her sec¬ 
ond Olympics. 

“My mindset is always is that 
there’s always more. So when 
people say ‘Oh, you’re at the top of 
your game,’ I don’t really like that 
expression, because it implies 
that from here you go down,” 
Press said. “What I want for my¬ 
self and this team is to continue 
to ascend.” 


Disputed: Reyes gave Jones trouble 





Derrick Lewis, right, lands a 
knee onto llir Latifi during their 
heavyweight fight on Saturday. 
Lewis rallied late in the fight to 
win via unanimous decision. 

ed blows to Jones’ head, and he 
drew blood early in the fourth 
round. Jones finished that round 
strong and the once-lively crowd 
became quiet and tense in antici¬ 
pation of the final round. 

Jones ramped up his attack in 
the final round, but Reyes seemed 
to keep enough separation from 


what turned out to be a disputed 
decision. 

“The scoring was all over the 
map,” said White, noting that he 
thought Reyes had a 3-1 edge en¬ 
tering the final round. “My kids 
are terrorizing me that, ‘The fix 
is in, how did this happen?’ 

“People had it all over the place, 
but the reality is... we’re not judg¬ 
es. The judges call the fight, and 
that’s that. As far as the judging 
and the reffing tonight, do I think 
it was perfect? I do not. We need 
to do some work down here.” 

White said UFC can work with 
the Texas commission to help im¬ 
prove the quality of judging and 
officiating. 

“I do feel disrespected,” Reyes 
said. “One of the judges had it 49- 
46. Who are you? I might want to 
have a word with you. I know I 
won that fight.” 

White said he believes Reyes 
deserves a rematch. 

Jones faced his most serious 
challenge in years. 

“I wasn’t always confident that 
I was winning the fight,” Jones 
said. “I think I displayed the 
difference between a champion 
and an extraordinary contender. 
Something special happens when 
it’s time for the champion to pres¬ 
ent himself, and you guys saw it 
tonight in the fifth round.” 

Jones (26-1-1) handed the 
fourth-ranked Reyes (12-1) his 
first loss, improving to 14-0 in 
title fights. He became the all- 
time leader in UFC title defenses, 
breaking the record previously 
held by Georges St-Pierre. 

“I don’t think he was disrespect¬ 
ed,” Jones said of Reyes. “I’ve got 
to watch the fight though. It’s hard 
to speak with confidence when I 
haven’t watched the fight.” 

Jones was fighting for the first 
time since last July’s win over 
Thiago Santos at UFC 239, his 
longest period between fights in 
more than five years. 

Reyes came out on the attack 
in the first round, briefly knock¬ 
ing Jones to the ground less than 
two minutes into the bout. Jones 
bounced back in the second 
round, landing several strong 
hooks to Reyes’ head. 

The lively crowd swayed back 
and forth in support of either 
fighter, chanting both names at 
different points. 

In the third round, Reyes land- 


Valentina Shevchenko, right, lands a kick to Katlyn Chookagian’s 
face during their women's flyweight title bout on Saturday. 


Jon Jones, left, delivers a kick to Dominick Reyes during Saturday's 
light heavyweight championship bout at UFC 247 in Houston. 


the champ to put it in the judges’ 
hands. 

Reyes, a 30-year-old from 
Southern California who played 
college football at Stony Brook, 
said before the fight that he ex¬ 
pected a victory and that it would 
be “life-changing.” Instead, he 
was dealt a controversial loss and 
said he hopes to get a rematch. 

“For me, this is huge valida¬ 
tion,” Reyes said. “This was 
my very first time going all five 
rounds, and it was against Jon 
Jones, arguably the greatest of 
all-time. And I put it on him. I 
mean, I really took it to him. I feel 
like I’m the peoples’ champ” 

In the co-main event of UFC 
247, flyweight champion Valenti¬ 
na Shevchenko defended her title 
against Katlyn Chookagian, stop¬ 
ping the challenger in the third 
round. 

Shevchenko (19-3), a native of 
Kyrgyzstan, won her fifth bout in 
a row in dominant fashion over 
Pennsylvania-native Chookagian 
(13-3), who entered as the top- 
ranked contender for the belt. 

“After the last elbow in the first 
round when I cut her, I knew the 
fight was not going to last five 
rounds,” Shevchenko said. “I was 
just trying to find the best way to 
finish.” 

Earlier on the pay-per-view 
portion of the 12-bout event at 
the Toyota Center, Houston-na¬ 
tive heavyweight Derrick Lewis 
(23-7) beat llir Latifi (15-8) via 
unanimous decision with a surg¬ 
ing rally late. Lewis, the No. 6- 
ranked heavyweight who rescued 
flood victims during Houston’s 
Hurricane Harvey in 2017, played 
Houston hip-hop music entering 
and exiting the ring and had rous¬ 
ing support from the crowd. 

Another Houston-native, 
heavyweight Juan Adams, had a 
much more bitter homecoming, 
getting stopped in under two min¬ 
utes by New Zealand-born Aus¬ 
tralian Justin Tafa, who earned 
his first UFC win. 

Also on the main card, feath¬ 
erweight Dan Ige (13-2) won his 
fifth straight fight, a split decision 
over Mirsad Bektic (13-3). 
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Rivalry renewed 

No. 7 Duke rallies to unlikely 
OT win over UNC » Page 21 





Jones retains 

Light heavyweight champ wins disputed decision; 
Shevchenko dominates in flyweight title defense 


By Jordan Godwin 

Associated Press 

HOUSTON 
on Jones retained his title at 
UFC 247, beating Dominick 
Reyes by unanimous decision. 

After the bout, opinions on 
the outcome were anything 
but unanimous. 


Jones retained his light heavyweight 
belt Saturday night following a surpris¬ 
ingly strong opening by Reyes. The unan¬ 
imous decision of 48-47, 48-47, 49-46 was 
met with scattered applause and loud boos 
from the crowd, as many felt the challeng¬ 
er had proven enough to take the title. 

UFC President Dana White addressed 

SEE DISPUTED ON PAGE 23 


Top: Jon Jones, left, lands a punch on Dominick Reyes during Saturday’s light 
heavyweight championship bout in Houston. Jones retained via a controversial 
48-47, 48-47, 49-46 unanimous decision. Left: UFC women’s flyweight champion 
Valentina Shevchenko celebrates her TKO win over Katlyn Chookagian. 

Photos by Michael Wyke/AP 


XFL season opener shows league's promise » Page 20 










